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DENVER ENTHUSIASTIC
IN OPENING CITY ORGAN

TWO NIGHTS OF DEDICATION

Enormous  Waurlitzer Instrument
Played by the New Municipal
Organist, Clarence Reynolds
—Thousands Hear Him.

The late Robert Hope- lum*- heart
would have been made glad had he
heen able 1o witness at Denver March
21 and 22 the enthusiasm of a whole
city over one of the mmmense and
wonderful instruments which he left
as i monument to his mechamcal
genms. he monster Wurhitzer or-
gan bmlt for the ity Auditorium was
opened with two concerts at which
(larence Reynolds, the new munici-
pal orgamist of Denver, presuled at
the kevboard.

Mr. Revnolds arrived in Denver a
short time before the completion of
the mmstallation of the organ. He has
made extensive plans not only for
the popularization of the instrument,
but for musical advance in the west-
ern city in many other wavs, and the
welcome he has received indicates
that he will enjoy strong co-operation
irom every quarter.

With httle ceremony, the organ was
dedicated March 21 before a crowd
that flled most of the seats in the
big arena. After a few words of
praver by “Jim"” Goodheart, city chap-
lain, attendants pulled the strings that
loosed the veiling and it fell to the
floor revealing an imposing view of
the Wurlitzer Hope-Jones unit organ,
A bright light was turned on the
towering instrument for the evident
purpose of making it more striking.
Then, amid general applause, Mr.
Reynolds took his seat at the console
and the first notes from fhe pipes
gave the strains of “The Star-Span-
gled Banner.” Following this came
Boellmann's “Gothic Suite”

In the enthusiasm over the organ
the singing of Evan Williams was not
overlooked. He sang “Deeper and
Still  Deeper” and *“Wart Her,
Angels.”

()rganist Revnolds was dehightiul in
his closing group, which included

“There, Little Girl, Don't Cry” and
“Tim Rconey’s at the Fightin.” The
final number on the program was a
mihitary fantasy, played by Mr. Revn-
olds. In this piece are bugle calls,
fife and drums, marching <oldiers and
thunder and lichtning. The echo or-
gan is utilized to fine advantage in
this in picturing the soldier bovs at
sea and their thoughts of home.

Margaret Woodrow Wilson, so-
prano, daughter of the President, and
Mr. Reynolds vied for the plandits of
mere than 12000 persons who
crowded the Auditorium at the sec-
ond dedicatory concert March 22
Mr. Revnolds opened the concert
with “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
Then he offered Handel's famous
Largo, follewed by Sousa's “Stars
atd Stripes Forever.” It was mm s
third number that the organist had
his first opportunity to “show off” the
mammoth instrument over which he
presides. This number was the “Faust
Paraphrase,” consisting of the Ker-
mess scene, the famous waltz, Me-
phisto’s song to the “Cali of Gold”
and the “Soldiers’ Chorus.” Men-
delssohn's “Spring Song” came next.
Other numbers given in this group
were Liszt's “Spinning Song” and
Chopin’s “Polonaise Militaire.” A
paraphrase of “Il Trovatore” was
playved as one of the encores and was
heartily received.

Mr. Reynolds again closed the con-
cert with a mlitary fantasy which
gave him an opportunity to show
Denver all the “tricks” of the hig
musical machine.

The whole instrument with the ex-

ception of the 32-foot pedal diaphones.
the large marimbaphone, the piano



T HE DIAPASLN

and one xvlophone 1s inclosed in six |
specially built chambers, so that ev-

ery stop 15 capable of expression at

the will ot the ~erformer. The !.'H'u_’L'

J2-toot dmaphone CCCU pipe 15 40|
inches square at the large end and

wererhs 1,230 pounds

Abhove the cetling of the auditorium

1s placed the echo organ in a sp l.'nilh

prepared -L.uullu and the tone 1s

carried 1mto the aunditorium by means
of a reflector 1in connection with a

grill in the cethng. For the nrst time

m the history of organ building the

untque scheme has been used i ths

echo organ of 11];L|.'1t!'.,1 four sets ol

VOX BPITRLATN ‘IJi]H'h--lll]l' ]H-!l_l--T, RS
R-foot and one 4-foot. The idea is to
convey the impression of a chorns
singing 1 the roof

The mistrument contiuns imany per-
cusston effects such as }!-'ll'l“" I'IIIIH.'
xviaphones :_:|nc_‘|xrr-]-|n'f-, ating
bells, slewh hells, drmms, et

The wimd pressures employved range

from 6 10 30 inches. The use ot heavy
wind pressures and up-to-date meth
ods of voicmg produce quality and
volume o1 tone mmpassibhle of produc
tion by oridmary means

Second touch 1s fitted to the accom
paniment, great and orchestral or-
gans, and enahles the playver to bring
out any particular part or solo with-
out raising his hands from the keys.
The second touch 1s also fitted to the
pedal organ for use 1n connection
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CLARENCE REYNOLDS.

with the drums, ete. For sforzando |
effects this device 1s most useful,

Pizzicato touch i1s ftted to three
kevboards and pedals. Such effects as |
a violinist plucking the strings of his |
violin are possible by means of this |
addition.

By depressing a tablet, which 1s
placed under each kevboard, a suit- |
able bass 1s automatically provided |
for whatever stops are drawn on the
manuals, and by a further depression |
of this tablet the mechanmism 1s what
1s termed “locked.” and as the stops
or combinations are altered the bass
stops or combination automatically |
change to sut

Playable from and attached to the
organ u.nw;hr by means of an elec-
tric cable 1s a piano plaver by means
of which the organist can plav the
concert grand from the console wifh
as much expression as 1f he were
seated at the piano itself. This 1s ac-
complished by means of the different
key touches in conjunction with spe-
cial expression devices,

An automatic player is fitted to the |
instrument by means oif which 1t can
he plaved irom a paper music roll
The registration and the operation of |
the swell shades for expression are all |
antomatic. There are two tracker bars. |
with 140 notes each, one of which |
takes care of the stop registration, ex-
pression, etc,

The console 1s a wonderful prece of
workmanship. It 1s  semi-circular,
thus affording to the organist greater
facilitv for the maninulation of all the
parts. There are 229 stop keys and
65 pistons. Two electric motors ag-
gregating J8 horse power are re-
quired to drive the hlowers.




