JOSEPH BUFFINGTON (1877); presumably first used at the opening of the renovated church, Tuesday,

October 23, 1877; renovated by Samuel Bohler, summer, 1880

First Presbyterian Church
East Orange Street
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

“The Repairs at the Presbyterian Church, The Lancaster (Pa.) Intelligencer 13, no. 213 (Monday, May 14, 1877): 3.

THE REPAIRS AT THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.—Tho contractor for the work of
repair on this editice began operations this
morning in the interior, the intention be-
ing to lower the choir gallery about two
feet, and bring the side galleries out
almost flush with it. The work will be
pushed forward as rapidly as possible,
but it is not likely that service will
be held in the building next Sunday, as
announced from the pulpit yesterday. The
next work done will be tho spire, then the
front extension, the roof, stained glass
windows and frescoing, all of which will
be completed by too latter part of August.
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[Excerpt from:] “The Presbytetian Church. / Refurnished, Remodeled and to be Reopened.
Organ,” LI 14, no. 42 (Thursday, October 18, 1877): 2.

Eefurnished, HBemodeled and to be Ke-
” apsmed.
"l We bavo from time to time noted in de-
‘| tall, and with reference to special features,
‘| the improvements that have been in pro-
'| gress for several months inthe Presbyte-
rian church edifice, on East Orange street,
'| this eity, and which have so far approach-
'{ed completion as Lo amply justify all
the expectations upon which the an-
‘| nouncement for the formal Te-opening
next Sanday bhas been made. By Lhat
'] time the entire series of internal and ex-
* | ternal improvements will have besn com-
pleted, and the long cheerless and bleak
worshiplog room of this flouriabiog and
intelligent congregation will have Lesn
transformed into ome of the cheeriest and
v | most beautiful, as it always Las been one

! | of the largest, andience rooms in the eity.

THE GALLERY AND ORGAN,

The gallery has been inereasad in capaci,
ty by extending its depth toward the
front of the church, and by bringing its
sides out flush with the former choir see-
tion which projected beyond the main line |
of the gallery front. Accommuodations have
also been made, sinoe the original plan of |'
the improvements, for a fine large pipe
organ, which, unexpected to the rest of the
eongregation, is balng put into place this |’
wook and can be used on Sunday. It is
one of the celebrated lluffington manua-
facture, Philadelpbla, usnd the church
Inckily gots it on trial on wvery liboral
terms. It ls new, of exeellent tone and
finish, contains 24 stops and 1,800 pipes,and
is in every respect a first class instrument.
Mr. B. has such confidence in the satisfac-
tion It) will give the congregation that he
is putting it Into the church at tho bare
actual cost of ita transportation and erec.
tlon ; for two years the church has the
freo use of it, and at the end of that time
it will have the privilege of either pur-
chasing It at & price now fixed at about 40
per coant. below it trade price, or havo its
owner ramove it at his own expense.
This offer the trustees availed thomusslves
of, and among the many features of the
re-opaning none will ba more grateful than
the roll of this grand instrument.

/ The Gallery and the




Joseph Buffington; Pennsylvania; Lancaster; First Presbyterian Church; 1877; cont’d., page 2:

“White to the Harvest. / Rev. J.L. Russell in the Presbytetian Pulpit,” The Lancaster (Pa.) Intelligencer 14, no. 47

(Wednesday, October 24, 1877): 2.

tho Interest that has thus far characierized
thosa reapening 0Xerciscs appears Lo s Mor
no abatement, nor ks it confined to the
Proshyterians alons, olhier dencminations
manifeating their sympathy by turning out
in large foree.
The servicos last avening oponed with a
ehant by the sholr, after whish Lliafa was
| songrogational elngiog, and then Rev. J.
| .. Russall, pastor of the Spring Garden
Presbyterian church, of Philadelphia, read
.| trom the 4th ehapter of Jolin's gospel and
.| Rovelations xiv., following which ho led
.| in prayer, and aftor further congregational
i | singing 1Eev. Rossll anaoundsd his text
i | trom John iv, 35— Say mot ya, Theroare | ¢
. | ¥et four months, and then cometh tho har-
vosl T bahold, 1 say unto you, Lift wp your
eyes, and look upon the lelds ; for they
ars whito alrosd ¥ 1o harvest."'
The reverand apeaker sald (hal oue of
two great orders of truth is ex pressed in the
words of the text, namely, as snowing the
world in the mass as it looked to Christ,
The atory of the Samarian woman's ineél-
ing with Chrisl at the wall, relatsd in
another part of the samé ochapter from
whilch Lhie text 1s taken, s the othoer forms
and 18 possessed of Interest as baing an in-
stanes of an individoal ponl coming 1O
COhrist aod balng savad ; bot the words of
the toxt havos diferoct significanes. Thoy
relato to society and are the evidencs of
Ohrisi’a regarding tho world as o groat
harvost-Neld jrevesl ng tho piace snd power, |
Christ's gospel is to hold in Lhe world |
s the unfeillng soures  of  inApire-
tlom to whish wo esn  roturm  and |,
drinle in lfe and vigor. The fue-
tustions of human opinlon a8 1o Lhe
rolatiom Christ's gospol beara o socloly
i | amsct mot i own testimony oxpressod in
the text in which the world is regarded as
l. | a'great God. teld in which to reap n mighty
tarvest of souln—tlolds of restlons, guilly
livea, lifting their honrin to Clrist's face
for sueeor.
Josun Clhirlst aad ks gospal wro God's
anawer to every noed of the haman hoart.
Man may bo conseloud or unconselous of
thaso nesds, and yeot Lhey existall Lhe
pame ; and the gospel b8 W =how Lthom
thesn nosds; and in proportion w thole
oonAclousnes is the ripeness f tho har-
vast of the gospol of Chrisl,

Tho most elamorous of Lhoss our spiriis
unl wants is that of forgiveness of ooar
mine. The world, stricken with its sl and
writhing lu the traveil of mslerianl suller-
ing, gronns in consclous agony. Tho poet
ainga of the glory of buman life asd the
phuoropher spooulniens as o lts power, bt
the groat mass of individoals dray wearily
along, sinking and falsling undoer the burs
doms that aro oo great o ba boroms, Oar
supromo spiritnal need eonsiais of a han-
gor nnd thirst for something lurger and
o | diwlnar than this human 1aafords—"that
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bumnan broast,'  Whilst thoss spiritaal
wanis are common slike toevery ago, Lhay
are not always recognizable. The dark
and gloomy side of life 14 ofien Kiddon
froan observation by the pomp and glory
and glitter of the world ; and  some-
times, eoven If wo would, wa ocan-
not  dissover thosy wantsa of =a sl
foring humanity. Dot though wo can-
not dissgrn them, the Mastor anos thom all
and He would stimulate us with o groat
lowa for our fellow belngs. Through nil His
life tiso nerongth and Intonsity of Christ's
lowa for miunkind s nover abaled, and
amid tho glories of the transtguration, and
with tha horrors of the eruclfizion thun-
doring wround Him, the spootacis of Llis
lava for man is pariaps most strongly pre-
montad.  Ltwas Addison who mid bhat “all
tha ralne of Dabylon ware nol ngarly so
groat as tho rains of o slngle soul ;™ and &
groator Lhan Addison hes sald thet w jost
world wis for loss {n ite offsots than & lost
wonl { “\What profteth 1t a man i ho goin
tho whols world and loss hils own soul

The world will never be converted by

declarations mnor eatechisms of “ilhe
churah ;' but you must takn the word of
God and tranalate it into the love sod pas,
slon of the humasn heart, o win sonls to
Ubrist. "Tho Mastor's plolure of (e world
ui Lhie the groat Bold rips for the haryest—
ripa for onr largest endeavors—is ono which
wo should not lose sight of. ‘The renper's
roba is not one of ssekeloth and asbes, but
ths garmant of poacs and gladness, The
spoaker belleved God hsd glven the alinroh
and Ilis ministors a grost work to doe,  Lat
us meet It In the spirit of Christ. " Say
ok thers aro yol four montha " The golden
your of God's chareh 8 wow. Tha liald s
whito to the harvest. Paaso nog bo dissoss
msthods while the goldon harvesl falls
to the ground for want of reaping.
Danominational dinsamlon of modss of ie-
tlom sbould give plaos to golog forward

whersln oo man oan work, and thoere are
rival reapers in the #leld, The angel of
doath is gathioring In the ahoeaves, and o
angolof the everlasting Judgment thrasts
in his sickloand gathers the vine of the
anrth and oants It loto the great wloo-prass
of tha wrath of God, «Lit up your
ayos, and look upom Lo Nelds ; for they
are whits already 1o harvost."

Hev. Russell's discourse wias n inasloerly

offort. He s & vigorous speakeor, and his
irsatinent of his subjoet aliolied eloss wt-
tontlon and ovidently producsd great
offoct on his honrers.
A oolloction was takon up al the somolu-
nlon of the sermon, and alter the signing
of a hymn snd the doxology, the congreg s
Uon wad dismimsd with the bonsdietion
by Hov. Russell.

The ansousssimsnl for Lhis svening's

morvices will ba found in our advertisiog
eolumns,

logieal aystems nor by theologieal sje-]'
toimns, nor by the tensis, wor ariieles, nor |’

to reap human souls. The night comoth |

inhoront nosd of atarmity that isin every |

THE ORIAN,

The now pipo organ which has basn pat
into the choir on trial provea to bo an
oxosllent Instrumont thws far, Lo the « i
alent hands of Prol. Buslnhswser i Is s
oourslug excellont musie in the protmeted
reoponing sarvioss of the obhmrel,  Mr
Joseph BuMogton, the bullder, lefi it on
Tuesday morning and regarded L a com-
plete structure, and has no hesltation in
prosouncing It one of Lhé bist organs in
the state. [t bolog some threo years since
it wan bulle, all the jllpllmﬂ llr.
thoroughly testod and wo o Tin
Mhz’l and tho tann ls of & mhi LIS
perior character. Throughout, the instru-
mont gives perfect satinfaction. ‘I'he eane
has beon richly srpamented In gold and
ultra-marine by Mr. Reingruber, so ns to
eorrespond with tho fine froncolng e has
produced upon the colling and walls. The
instrumont as It Bow slands is eminently
ornamental, snd forms = Huial
Both o the fresooing and the farnishing of
tha shureh,

Wo are Informod that tho orgen as it
niandn is mol a eharity, even durlog the
two years of trial. The sost of o 1t

here and ts erection together with its re-

1t dots mot prove satisfactery in
time, will be equal 1o a rent_each Jear
of what It Would be worth to Lhe church,
A dedication of the organ, with s grand
organ concerl In company with the choir,
will #oon bo given, to bs followed by other
concerta for the purpose of starting an
organ fund to pay for the Insroment st
the sxpiration of its probation.
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et

“ SLING AND SToNE,”—This is tho tite
of a paper which two young gentlamen of
the Presbyterian ohureh proposo shortly to
issne. It will be religious in its tone, und
will be devoted to tho interosts of tihe
churches of Lanecaster in genoral,and those
of the Presbyterian church in particuler,
It will also be the organ of the Social
and Literary Union connected with the lat-
ter chureh, and as it will seek an entirely
new lield, there is every reason for beliey =
ing that it will serve a purpose and mayhap
fill an apparent vacancy in the domain
of local journalism. The projectors of
Sling and Stone are wide-awakeo and onter-
prising young fellows, with plenty of push
and moreover with a thorough knowledge
of the craft. The new organ will make its
eppesrance before Thanksgiving, and is
appearance will be awaited with an intercst
that is mmore than curiosity. Saccess to it!

IN 1880, Renovated by Samuel Bohler:
“The Presbyterian Organ,” I.I 16, no. 282 (Thursday, July 29, 1880): 2.

The Presbyterian Organ.,

Samuel Bohler, the organ builder of
Reading, is rebuilding the large Buffing-
ton organ in the Presbyterian church, this
city. He is adding five new stops, greatly
increasing the power of the bass, putting
in new valves, new bellows and revoicing
the many reeds and pipes in the compli-
cated instrument. The work will be fin-
ished in three or four weeks and the build-
er and other competent judges think that
when it is completed, the instrument will
be one of the very finest in Lancaster,

“A Rededication,” Memorial Presbyterian Church gifted First Presbyterian Church organ.
Intelligencer Jonrnal, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Mon, Aug 21, 1893 - Page 1

Among the improvements made were
the removal of the front entrance and
vestibule. 'The entrance to the charch is
now on the south side of the chureh
s short distance from the street. In the
space occupied formerly by the vestibule
has been placed the organ presented to
the church by the First Presbyterian
church. Theorgan has been rebuilt by
Kirk Johnson & Co,

[Rebuilt by Kirk Johnson & Co. 1893]

[Rebuilt/replaced/case kept? by John Brown, 1893.]

[Replaced by Austin Organ Co., Op. 411, 1913, 3m]



