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BriefIIistory-Thisorganwasoriginallybuiltin1-916forthenewSkinnerMemorialChapelandwas
dedicated on October 9, 1916 with the Dedication Recital being played by W. Ijynnwood Farnan.  At
the time he wis the organist at Emmanuel Church, Boston.

ItshouldbenotedthatmostofMirmesotadidnothaveelectricityatthattime,butCarletonCollegehad
its own fairly new steam/electricity generation plant and the campus did have elecdicity.  The massive
10horsepoweronganblowerisstinworkingbuttheelectricmotorhasbeenupgridedseveralyears
ago.drotherfactisthattheonganwasveryinusualforthetime.Mostofitison6inchesofwind
pressurewiththeexceptionoftheSoloDivisionwhichison10inchesofwhdforthemainchestand
15inchesofwindpressurefortheBombardRank.Mostorgansbuiltthenandnowareusuallyon34
inches of wind pressure.

Overthe102yearsofitsexistencetheonganunderwentanumberofchanges.Formostoftheearly
20thcenttnyHarryOliverlversonwasthebuilder/technicianfortheinstrument.Hehadanumberof
"improvements"hewantedtodoandsomewereaccomplished.Butthereweretwomajorrebuilds

after the initial installation in 1916.  The first was by representatives of the M. P. Moller Organ
CompanyofHagerstown,Mayland.Forthemostparttheirrapresentativestookcareofthe
instlunent into the 1980's.  The second rebuild, which is what you see and hear today,  has been done
bytheRutzOuanCompanyofMorristo'iwlbMimesota-whohavemaintainedtheinstrumentforthe
past 35 years.

Pipes-AbouthalfofthepipesaefromtheoriginalinstallationbySteere.Theotherhalfofthepipes
are from the Moller rebuild in 1953. Three ranks are from the Rutz rebuild in 2018.  The Zinbelstem
wasmovedfromtheConcertHallonganbyrequestofDr.LaVlenceArchbold,ProfessorandOrganist
Emeritus.  Dr. Archbold and College Organist Janean Hall were consultants on the project.

Chests -Some of the pipe chests in each division are orignal to the 1916  J. W. Steere and Sons
installation.  Many of the other chests are from the 1953 M. P. Moller Organ Company rebuild.  Several
of the chests are from the Durst Organ Supply Company.  AIl of the chests-are of the electro-pneumatic
design.

MajorChanges-Twoimportantchangesshouldbepointedout-besidesthephysicalrebuildofthe
ongan.  Two additional tone openings were supplied during the constmction perind.  One of them is to
theSweuChanberontheri8htandtheotheronetotheSoloChainberontheleft.Upuntilnowthere
werenopipesthatspokedirectlytotheaudiencewiththeexceptionofthebarelyaudibleEchointhe
tower.

The old Choir Division was buried in a room at the very bottom level of the building.  Its tone opening
andshuttersspokedirectlyintothe32'Bourdonpipes.Thesoundhadtotravelatarichtangleup25
feet  to the front window and be reflected to the choir pews.  It was decided to make a change and put``theentiredivisioninwhatusedtobeanEchoDivisionChanberlocatedabovethebalconyseating-in

thebeutower..TheapecificationwasexpandedtobetterrepresenttheoriginalChoirDivision
specificationandbemuchmoreaudible.

Alongwithalloftheorganrenovations,anewbellcarillonsystemwasinstalled.Itiscontrouedatthe
ongancousoleandspeaksintothechapelandouttothecanpus.
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