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Dedicalton of the the Lafayette Avenue
Presbyterian Church.

Yesterday the new and beautifcl church edifice
recently erected on the corner of Lafayette ave-
nue and Oxford strect, was dedicated to divine
worship. The location is a very happy one—the
ground being high, and the neighborhood rapidly
improving. The church is built of the Bellyille
freestone, in the Romanesque style of architee-
twes. Mha hnilding (rante R0 fuot on Lafayctbc
avenue, snd extends back alobg Oxford street 164
feet. Inthe front are two towers, one of which
is complete, and upon the other a spire will be
carried up to a proportionate height. There are
entrances on the avenne and Oxford street, and
the pews, pumbering some 3500, will seat 1,800
persons, but on a pinch, nearly a thonsand more
can be accommodated in the aisles. The height
of the strocture is sixty-six feet, The plan of the
interior is slmost identical with that of Plymouth
chuoreh, with improvements suggested by expe-
rience. The walls and ceiling are white, and the
windows filled with stained glass, Probably
many would consider the building, ecclesiastical-
1y speakirg, racher too white as to the tone of
color, The organ is placed in a recess on the
gallery door in the rear of the pulpit. An Ame-
rican fiag Was gracefully folded over the top; and
the organ it:elf is ornamented with stars of gold
upon a blue field, representing the whole number
of the Urpited States as before the rebellion-
From a flag stafl in the front, the national stand-
ard waved gracefully in the gentle breezes of the
Sabbath afternoon, emblamatic of the fidelity and
patriotism of those congregated for worship be.
low.

At tbe rear of the church, but conneccted with
i, is o buildiog three stories high, aud thirty-four
by rivety-five feet in dimensions. The firat foor
is ueed as a chapel aud the pastor's library ; and
the second and third floors are designed for the
Sabbath Bchool, Bible classes, &e. The cost o
the building end the ground upon which it standg
was 505,000, of which all hut 20,000 s been
psid. Herealter the Society will be known as
the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Here-
tofore they were known as the ‘‘Park Avenue
Church,” and worshipped at the corner of Carl-
ton and DeKalb avenues, under the pastorale of
Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, who still continues
with them.

The attendance yesterdsy was literally immense
—in fact hundreds were unable to get into the
auditorium snd so were compelled to leave. The
church was crowded to it utmost capacity; in-
deed there must have been nearly three thousand

persons within the walls, o great was the inte-

rest felt in the opening of this new and beautiful
temple of divine worship.

Toe dedicatory services commenced at threc
o’clock P. M., and were conducted by the pastor,
Rev. T, L. Cuyler, Rev, Drs, A, D, Smith, Ken-
dall and Burchard, and Rev. H, 8. Field of New
York, Rev, Mr, Lowrle (Congregationalist), and
Rey, Mr. Elliott of ‘Bedford (Baptist.) The exer-
cises were opened by the pastor with p ayer,
which wos followed by the reading of a poriion
of the Psulms, suitable to the occasion, by Rev.
Mr, Tield. An interesting letter was then read
from Rev, Henry W. Beecher, stoting his inabiljity
to be present in consequence of other engage-
mepts. The choir—a very good one indeed, then
EODE A0 oppropriate bymn, after which the Rey.
Asa D. 8mith, D. D., preached the dedication ser-
mon. He took for his text the following Serip.
ture; “Which is the church of the living God
and ground of the truth”—Timothy 3, 15, Upon
this text the preacher expatiated in regard to the
living Cbristian church, and haviag disposed of
the doctrinsl poiuts involved, weat on to say
that the subject naturally cobuected itsell wich
the present oceasion. It was not to witness the
orgauization of a church that they hud assembled
there.  That work had already been done, and
well done. A history of yearsamid all the difR.
culiies incident to the intaucy of an enterprise
like thal, bad been replete with illustrations of
the thoughts suggested Ly the text,

A church can birdly be considered, however,
a8 fully established, uil i bas waken posscssion of
ile pormavent gatbiering place. I'he proves were
indeed *God’s 6L temples.”  Glorious worship
did the old covepanters render in their mountain
haunts. Aud when our Prigrim Fathers sought
here **a faith’s pure thirine—"

YThe eounding visles of the dim woods rang
Witk the unthiem of e free.”
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