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Living Today Associate Editor  ment... v the irst organ.buigere pured diant Sept. 10, 1985. The truck bearing unassembl-
There's nothing like the dound of the wind 1 stantially moré time than for an all- | "YU A commition cers ed parts arrived the second week in July, and .
going through a pipe,” said Karen Morgan. i ol iy musical sense | B Harry Edward Tibbs of :  the process of installing and fine-tuning has
“The way the sound starts) and the way the  niew organis requir 1 40 now whieh we nee | Dirmingham, organ profoser at Samford continued since.
sound stops. It just makes the sound dif- out of the blendof old ang Chetet Churen. The |0 . They listened to organs all .
ferent.” i creating in t oﬁ or(g_ e churc. Abe. | himn the country, talked about what they There will be 58 ranks of pipes, Ms.
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‘The old organ, Ms. Morgan said, “had n
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tetar !t‘::d 2o mutations... It had 16 oot g‘edall Jivision. Its new console is lower than
i 250,000 organ. That’s also why the to- f i oot sounds only, and no pedal e old one, enabling the organist to look out
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And that’s why Ms. Morgan, the church’s
organist, said, “I have a dream... What I'd
love to be able to do. On the first Sunday we
use it, I want to do an improvisation, and go
from the quietest sounds, through an ex-
ploration, from one sound to another, leading
up to the first hymn.” She expects that to
happen sometime in September, she said.

w_lm- than the old sound,” she said. ‘handsome piece of furniture made of oak,

cherry and rosewood, complete with finely
inlaid decoration. It also can be moved away
{rom the walls of the choir section of the
church, out between the lectern and pulpit
for use, for example, in an organ concert.

Those who participate in services at the
church are looking forward to hearing the
new instrument. (While they've done withot
an organ this summer they've relied on “a
wonderful, responsive Yamaha grand
piano,” and instrumental skills of church
members — including some acquired in hi

school bands.) The new organ will be form:
ly introduced to the community in an org:
concert scheduled for Nov. 1, All Saints D.
at 4 p.m., with Michael Corzine of Florid

State University in Tallahassee as the pe

former in the dedicatory recital. (“It's sn

10 have somebody who's been able to pr:

tice ahead of time give the dedicatory c

cert,” Ms. Morgan said with a grin.)

Actually, the “new” organ isn't totally
new. It incorporates some elements — in-
cluding 1,543 old pipes — from the old Hook
and Hastings instrument that was installed
after the hurricane of 1906 blew down the
church steeple and wrecked the organ. Reck
spoke admiringly of these pieces of the old
organ, explaining that the impurities in the
metal used to make the old zinc pipes gave

them a brighter sound that he still struggles
to get from modern alloys. The massive
pieces of poplar retrieved from the old
organ’s wind boxes, he said, were long and She spoke of the reasons the church b
straight, and of an extraordinary quality. invested such extensive time and mone
“You'll never find straighter,” Reck said. the search for the new organ. ““We are
toric church. We're moving in two diret
at once. We want to preserve and hono
past by upkeeping the building, but we
also moving in new directions. We're {
to keep alive the Anglican heritage ar
vor, and that includes a big pipe orga
‘We're also growing and adapting to the
of the dav.”

Reck's partner, Phares L. Steiner, wrote
Bradley Byrne Sr., the church’s senior
warden, last January, addressing the ques-
tion of blending the old and the new. Steiner
wrote: *“...in the work of determining what is
best preserved, best discarded, how best an
instrument may be updated... a very consid-
erable amount of time must be spent in studv
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