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* Dismissal

Postlude Symphony No. 5, Op. 42 Charles-Marie Widor
Toccata

This piece has long been prized by organists and audiences for the excitement of
its virtuosity. In this piece, one hears pianistic arpeggios, full-orchestral
dynamics, and long-note full pedal melody -— all characteristics of 19th century
French organ toccata writing.
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A new musical setting of Canticle 16, “I Will Sing the Story of Your Love,”

is being premiered today. This canticle, composed by HTLC member Dr. Paul Weber,

was recently selected as the winning composition in a coniest sponsored by the
Asseciation of Lutheran Church Musicians. To highlight our celebration of

the church’s song, the congregation will join the choirs in singing a verse from Psalm 89:1,

“I will sing the story of your love, O Lord, and proclaim your faithfulness forever.”

The choir verses, which speak of the imminent coming of the Lord, are based on the

“king of chorales,” that great Advent hymn, “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying.”
This will be the first public use of this canticle in a worship setting,
and we are pleased to have Dr. Weber on hand to conduct it.
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History of the Organ

The chancel organ was installed in the present Gothic church by Casavant Fréres
Limitie of Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada in 1957.

The antiphonal organ was installed in the balcony by Casavant Fréres in 1963.

Celia Sexton and David Lail met with Stanley Scheer, representative for Casavant, in
January, 1995 to discuss the needs for repairing and upgrading the organ.

The organ committee met in March, 1995 and decided that this would also be an
ideal time to consider eniarging the organ, which would provide a larger palette of
colors and more flexibility. This project was included in the congregation’s “Meeting
Our Challenge: To Grow +To Give + To Build” building program.

A contract with Casavant Fréres was signed in October, 1995.

Dismantling of the organ began in July 1996; installation of the newly rebuilt and
enhanced organ was completed in December 1996.

All of the pipes of the original instrument continue to be used, along with the
additions of new ones in a variety of shapes and sizes. The organ consists of 52
ranks totaling 2,795 pipes. In addition, three electronic pedal stops will be installed
by Walker Technical Company of Zionsville, Pennsylvania.

Church organists who have served Holy Trinity since the original installation of the

Casavant are: Helen Stahler, 1957; Tom Sibley, 1957 - 58; David Gentry, 1958 -
1993; David Lail, 1993 - present.

“ . . next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise.”
From: Martin Luther, Tg The Devotees of Music, 1538




Casavani Freres

Joseph Casavant was Canada’s first noteworthy organ builder. The copy of the 1766 treatise by
Dom Bedos de Celles which he used as the guide for his first instrument remains today in the
archives of the firm established by his sons, a company which has, in the ensuing 118 years, been
proclaimed as one of the finest organ builders in the world.

When Joseph Casavant died in 1874, his two sons, Claver and Samuel, who had already
shown an interest in organ building, realized that they must acquire wider experience if they were
to carry on their father’s work. In 1875, Claver left Quebec for France, to be followed soon after
by his younger brother, Samuel. Claver worked for John Abbey in Versailles, and both he and
Samuel spent time with Cavaille-Coll. Samuel’s son, Aristide, was named after the famous French
organ builder.

The two brother traveled throughout Europe, visiting builders and inspecting significant
organs, and on their return to St. Hyacinthe in 1879 they established themselves as Casavant

~ Fréres on the site where the present factory stands. Their first contract was for an organ for La

Chapelle Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes in Montreal. Claver was twenty-four and Samuel not yet twenty-
one. Further contracts followed, notable among which was an instrument for the new Seminary
in St. Hyacinthe and their first three-manual organ, built for the local cathedral. This instrument,
in continuous service since 1885, featured the first adjustabie capture combination action
mechanism instalied in an organ.

The instrument which firmly established Casavant Fréres as organ builders of international
repute was completed in 1891 for the Church of Notre-Dame in Montreal, a four-manual
instrument of eighty-two stops. This organ, which celebrated its centennial in 1991, included
adjustable combinations and speaking pipes of thirty-two foot length in the facade. The early
organs, all installed in Quebec, were soon foliowed by others throughout Canada. The first
instrument built for the United States was instalied in Holyoke, Massachusetts, in 1895. During
their career the brothers received world-wide recognition for their work, including being awarded
the Grand Prix at the International Exhibition in Antwerp, in 1930.

In addition to the many fine organs on the North American continent, others have been built
for France, the West Indies, South and Central America, South Africa, Australia, and Japan.
Voluminous archives, preserved by the company, abound in letters and testimonials from famous
organists, including Guilmant, Vierne, Widor, Bonnet, and many others who played or inaugurated
Casavant organs. Visitors have always been welcomed at the factory and individuals such as
Marcel Dupre and Henry Willis have been photographed in St. Hyacinthe with the Casavant
brothers and other guests.

On the basis of the innovative technical achievements of Claver and Samuel Casavant, and
under the artistic and administrative guidance of succeeding directors, the company continues to
build fine instruments for churches, concert halls, and teaching institutions around the worid.
Among the most recent are Opus 3700, installed in 1993 at the Temple Complex of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Independence, Missouri, which has
been designated by a well-known critic as “one of the most glorious organs in North America,” and
Opus 3750, a 128 stop instrument given in memory of the mother of the renown American
pianist, Van Cliburn, to the Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Texas. The “Rildia Bee
O’Bryan Cliburn Organ,” dedicated in October, is one of the largest church organs in the United
States.

During their lifetimes, the Casavant brothers established the finest tradition of
craftsmanship among their employees and a strong organization to carry on those traditions. The
artistic integrity and painstaking care given to every instrument are evident to ail who enjoy the
music of the “king of instruments” and has made Casavant Fréres one of the pre- -eminent organ
buiiders of the world.
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Hickory, North Carolina
Contract 95-36 (Opus 2360)
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Contrabass
Cello
Choral bass
Bassoon (Sw.)
Trompette-de-féte (Ant.)
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Oboe (Sw.)
Gedeckt (Sw.)
Still Gedeckt (Sw.)
Octave (Ant.)
Trumpet
Trompette-de-féte (Ant.)
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OCboe
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Flauto traverso
Bassoon
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Swell Unison Off
Voix céleste
Cornet
Trumpet
Sw.
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COUPLERS

Gt. / Ped.
Gt. / Ped.
Sw. / Ped.
Sw. / Ped.
Ch. / Ped.
Ch. / Ped.
Ant. / Ped.
Sw. / Gt.
Sw. / Gt.
Sw. / Gt.
Ch. / Gt.
Ch. / Gt.
Ch. / Gt.
Ant. / Gt.
Sw. / Ch.
Sw. / Ch.
Sw. / Ch.
Ant. / Ch.
Gt. £ Ch.
Ant. OFF
Ant. / Sw.
Zimbelstern
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Gt.
Trumpet
Quint
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Trompette-de-féte (Ant.)
Clarion
Fifteenth
Gemshorn
Double Open Diapason
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Mixture
Octave
Open Diapason
Chimes
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CHOIR
Trompette-de-féte
Ch.

Krummhorn

Block flute

Unda Maris
Trompette-de-féte
Ch. Unison Off
Tierce

Koppel flute
Dulciana
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Principal
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Mixture
Prestant
Gemshorn
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