University Christian Church

S5 AN L1 HUARY D RBG AN

Gravely mute the organ seemed, withal resplendent
In the deserted nave;

The organ whose concerted sounds and soft la

Unite the heavens and &

So long as the human spirit thrives
on this planet, music in some living
form will accompany and sustain it

and give it expressive meaning

AARON COPLANE

The Church kne
Music is well or be t

church and all its,'/

GOR STRAVINSKY






THE ORGAN

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN CHURGCH
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

2002

R. Scott Colglazier Senior Minister

Betty Boles Music Program Director and Organist
Ronald L. Shirey Choirmaster
Russell Farnell Assistant Choirmaster
Kyla K. Rosenberger Assistant Organist
Melisa Walker Music Program Administrative Assistant






WHAT A MAGNIFICENT OCCASION this is in the life of University Christian
Church as we present and dedicate our new Sanctuary organ. With the comple-
tion of the organ, we are once again reaffirming the central role of worship in the
life of the church. I want to thank the many people who gave generously of their
time, talent and resources to make this beautiful instrument possible, an instru-
ment that will link our storied past to an exciting future.

In an age of unprecedented technological advancement, the presence of a
pipe organ might seem oddly anachronistic. Yet, upon closer observation, it
becomes clear that this great instrument will stir the soul and calm the heart by
the artful use of air. Think of it. Air. For centuries, people of faith have associated
air with the breath of God, a breath that brooded over the teeming waters of
creation, the breath of God that brought Jesus Christ back to life, and the breath
of God that created the church on the day of Pentecost.

Without breath there is no life, and in a spiritual sense, without God’s spirit
there is no aliveness. This Sanctuary organ will not only utilize air in the creation
of splendid music each week, it also will release a kind of spirit into the life of this
congregation, a spirit of beauty and creativity that will be uplifting, moving and
meaningful. Most of all, each note will become a pure and simple sound of praise
directed toward God.

I hope every member of University Christian Church takes pride in this new
addition to our Sanctuary. But more than pride, I hope each of us finds a deeper,
more meaningful experience in the worship of God because of it. Congratulations to

you, the members of University Christian Church, for making this moment possible.

R. SCOTT COLGLAZIER
Senior Minister
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IN GRATITHDE

Emmet G. Smith,

Herndon Professor of
Music, Emeritus and
Professor of Organ and
Church Music, Emeritus at
Texas Christian University
for 45 years, has served his
church as organ consultant,
giving his time and
expertise in the planning
and completion of this

lengthy project.




THE MUSIC PROGRAM

always been music. The
best music a congregation can offer serves
as a window through which the worshiper
glimpses the eternal glories of the Creator.
We build beautiful houses of worship to
assist us in our journey, and it is with grat-
itude that we receive the inspiring archi-
tecture and art that past generations have
provided us. We now endeavor to inspire
future generations with our gifts to
God’s house.

In addition to scheduled worship serv-
ices, the organ is a part of all sacred cere-
monies, such as weddings, memorial
services and funerals, and ordination serv-
ices, bringing joy to the betrothed, comfort
and healing to the bereaved, and inspira-
tion to those in Christian service. The
organ’s many voices joins choirs of all ages,
vocal soloists, and instrumentalists in a
variety of sacred concerts and recitals. The
new moveable console makes it ideal for

use with orchestra. The tonal design serves

well the sacred music of all historic periods
and is versatile enough to interpret all
recital literature.

The music of this church is guided by
professional staff supported by the Music
Committee and the Worship Committee.
Music training is given to pre-school chil-
dren, elementary school children, youth
and adults through a multiple choir sys-
tem. Five handbell choirs provide opportu-
nities for musical learning and service to
persons from middle school students to
senior adults. New avenues are continually
being sought to enrich the program —
choir tours here and abroad, new pro-
grams in liturgical dance, drumming and
recorder ensembles. Handbell choir trips
to Great Britain have become a tradition,
as have the Chancel Choir concerts with
the New York Pops Orchestra in Carnegie
Hall in New York City.

University Christian Church began
when Texas Christian University was
founded in 1873, serving as the church for

the campus community.



It has been indelibly identified with
TCU and Brite Divinity School through its
history. And its heritage of excellent music
in worship continues to enrich the cam-
pus community and the city of Fort
Worth. The new Garland pipe organ is a
powerful statement toward the continua-
tion of music in worship that is worthy of

our best.
BETTY BOLES

Organist and Music Program Director

The Music Ministry of University Christian Church has a long history of excellence.
The musicians have served the congregation with distinction.

ORGANISTS

BettyBoles . io. o 00 an e L e September 1968 - Present
EmmetG. Smith .. ... ... .. .. ... = September 1962 - September 1968
RobetMMcGIHL.... ... ... .. .. . =~ = September 1959 - July 1962
SueWheeleeSmyth. . .. .0 - . a0 March 1959 - September 1959
QZclHaOliverjJethss .. ... ... . ... . December 1936 - January 1959
MsRaylasley, .. ... ... .. . .. ... January 1935 - December 1936
CHOIRMASTERS

RomaldL.Shigey,. . ..... ... ... _.____ August 1976 - Present
Stephenbgeish.. ... . .. = - - - July 1972 - June 1976
JeyForderhiases - .. . 0 0 s s July 1967 - June 1972
RogerE Melope. ... ... .. - . . — June 1966 - June 1967
B HHengson =.. ... - - . - September 1962 - June 1966
RebetM Mceall,.. . = . . - e na e September 1959 - July 1962
CentryA Shelton .. .. ... .. ..., = . = September 1956 - September 1959
ArthorFaguy toee .. - .. - = December 1936 - September 1956




THE HISTORY OF OUR ORGANS

IN 1935, THE CECIL MORGAN family
presented the newly completed University
Christian Church Sanctuary with one of
the earliest Hammond electric organs in
the city of Fort Worth. It served well for
23 years.

In the Advent season of 1957, Senior
Minister Dr. Granville Walker surprised
himself by announcing with absolutely
no forethought that it would be an appro-
priate Christmas present to the church to
give it a real pipe organ. Wouldn't it be
wonderful, he asked the congregation, if
he could announce on Christmas Eve that
all the money had been pledged for such
an instrument.

At the close of the service, he sought
Emmet G. Smith, Professor of Organ at
Texas Christian University, to ask about
the cost of such an instrument. In a matter
of hours, the two outlined the stoplist, or
design. Within days, they approached
organ companies for prices and dates of
delivery. The cost for a Reuter organ with
41 sets of pipes was $44,000; delivery
would take one year. The largest single gift

given toward the organ was $3,000. Even

children brought Dr. Walker their piggy
banks. On Christmas Eve, he made the
happy announcement that the organ was
underwritten.

The Reuter organ was dedicated in
December 1958, at morning services.
Emmet Smith played afternoon and
evening concerts to packed congrega-
tions, each beginning with the joyous
“Wir Danken Dir, Herr Gott” (“We Thank
Thee, God”) by Johann Sebastian Bach.
When installed, many of the organ pipes
were displayed along the south wall of
the Chancel.

Ten years later, enlargement of the
Sanctuary doubled its cubic foot capacity.
A small division called the Positiv organ
was added to the Reuter, bringing the
organ to 56 ranks. Even so, the basic
organ proved to be thin and shrill in tone
as it tried to fill the larger space with
sound. Furthermore, all of the pipes were
recessed into chambers and lost much of
their power. The organ performed with
little mechanical attention until it
reached the age of 40, when leather in the

mechanism that admits air into the pipes



began to deteriorate, burning contacts
developed in the electrical system. A deci-
sion had to be made about the future of
the organ. In a church where splendid
music is essential to the worship service
and program, it was a crucial decision.
When the challenge of a capital cam-
paign was undertaken to enlarge educa-

tional facilities and improve acoustics and

sight lines in the Sanctuary, a new organ
was included in the planning.

When the Garland organ was dedicat-
ed September 29, 2002, the celebratory
concert, played by Bradley Hunter Welch,
began with the same piece of music that
opened Smith's recital in 1958 on the
Reuter organ, Bach’'s “We Thank Thee,

God.”

MANY OF THE STOPS in the 1958 Reuter Pipe Organ were too The new console can be moved on built-in casters to different
beautiful to lose, so Garland Pipe Organs Inc. agreed to incorpo- locations in the Chancel, permitting proper placement of the organ-

rate these pipes into the new instrument. ist for oratorio and orchestra performances. Four, rather than three

Two new oak cases display polished zinc and pure tin pipes manuals of the former organ will greatly expand the organ’s capa-
across the front of the Chancel wall on either side of the cross and bilities, as will the many additional combination pistons (presets)
the round window. This arrangement allows the Principal pipes and memory levels. Now, each organist can have his or her own set
of the organ to speak directly down the Nave of the church, pro- of pistons to use in preparing the music for services.

ducing the best possible tonal result in our long building. Following weeks of assembling the thousands of parts of the

A lift has been installed under the floor on which the console mechanism inside the church, and then fitting the 4,083 pipes into
rests, allowing the console to be lowered for worship, or raised to the proper windchest holes, the tonal finishing began. Each pipe
the main Chancel floor level. The Chancel railing at the back of the was adjusted for pitch, volume and tone color to fit the Sanctuary’s
console can be removed, allowing the console to be rolled to the acoustical environment. The final “voicing” of the organ largely

center of the Chancel. The recitalist and the organ can be viewed by determines the musical qualities of any pipe organ.

the audience during a concert, making the event more enjoyable.
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