" The Ross King Company ' Fart Worth, Texas

To:l  Mr. Nilliam Reynolds
Fram. Ross King
Date. ' December 27, 1984 S "

'sgbject: the organ at Gambrell Street Baptist
Ne would knuw mare dbDUt the history of the Drgan 1f we : K R R
talhed to Dr. Markham, which I have not 'done. "I aﬁsume the Lo e e
hxstory, from seeing the components, to be 5Dmeth1ng luke TR TR TEUIN Ok 1 2 B
“this: Dr. Robert Markham from EBaylar: used pipes frDm ‘a R

‘Pilcher organ built around 1904. The Sp1t¢f1ute, whach
.played at the several pitches indicated by the asterlsks
‘below, was supplied new by Dr. Markham.  The Chests and’
(cansole were built by someone close around, I assume Dr.‘

. Markham. The manual keys are from a Hllgreen—Lane or a. pre—
Jelectric action organ, either tracker or tubular—pneumatxc, -
‘and ‘have . had electric contacts screwed on. AL the tlme I

came ta the instrument in 19469, the stopllst was.,
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Spitzflute g’ wired from Breat Spitzflute
{I don't remember what else. No other independent stops. )

Tempermture balance between the chambers was a problam‘“
'bEL&HSE the fwnace flue pipe on the Great side ran thrapgh‘
the chamber and heated it 10 or 15 degrees hdttef‘than the
Swell. Arocund 1971, in cvonjunction with alterations thehn
‘being made to the building, we did quite a bit of work on the
organ , including enclosing and insulating the flue plpe and
mdkxng the fullawlng alterations to the conscle nnd plpé

L*Supplled new pedalboard. The consnle was too narraw fcr
‘the pedalboard, and the pedalboard sat too far under the:

" Bench. You can see at the base of the console wheré we ‘
relocated the kneeboard so that the pedals could sit .
farther under the console, and you can also see where we

- notched out the sides to gain width for thé pedalbmard,_

Great Diapason brightened in tone and tunlng slldes added,
Gedeckt made from old Swell Stopped Diapason. . Dld Gross

. Flute removed. Gamba and Spitzflute retained as thpy were.

- . Flute, Celeste made from old Swell Aeallne._ (I wxsh somesone
“jwould play those 2 voices——Spitzflute and Flute Gela:te*- ‘
. together without anything else occasionally. for qu1et

o music.) Octave 4° brightensd. Fifteenth 2° ‘borrowed from
;oDiapason rather than from Spitzflute.’ Shutter&, which I

:_cantrlbuted added in the wall facing Lhe congregatlmn.

:Swell‘ Baurdcn 14" pipes 1-12 remaved to gain space. New

‘Sedeckt made by stoppering and rescaling old Great Gross
“Flute. I contributed the Principal 4 as a gxft, The

Cornopean was replaced by a 1941 Moeller Trumpet which I
lhdd in stock. Oboe moved to 8° pitch. Principal 2° made
v from old Salicional pipes. Viola made from old Great
“gﬁDu1c1dna and a few Aecline bass plﬁEb: Voix Celeste.
”yrescaleu ;arger. R

Pedal  New Bourdon chest.
At that time the console was located in the front center of

- the choir. On the inaugural Sunday, the organ blew a fuse
~during the prelude playved by Mary Ann Blasscock, who was then
the organist,; because the consocle had been moved' arcund

dur1ng construction work on the choir platform in a way that
rubbed through insulation of the blower switch wires. Wow.
Several years later during another building renovation

process the console was moved to its present location.

- Except for adding toestuds last year, there has been no
significant work since 1971.

Miscellaneous information Fistons can be -hanged by moving
the safety-pin lcoling switches in the top back of the
console from of F to orn or vice versa. Vertical rows
correspond to stops, horizontal rows correspond to pistons.
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t 'may look primitive and scary, but it is safe. It is also
'pﬁimitiVE, of course. : LA e

The ChﬁSgS, which I suppose were made by Dr. Mark ham, ﬁdve a
"cauple of problems. DOne is that the method of constructlanx‘

does not allow for expansion and contraction of the wDDd with

i changes of humidity during the year. The result is. that,

. there are some valves which open far enough part of the time
but do not let enough wind pass to blow the pipss up ia
Qproper pitch at other times. You will notice plpEb
orcasionally which are unusually soft and flat.* The cause
lies in the chests, not in the pipes. The second prDbYem is
that the holes on top of the chests for the pipes. tend tc be

’-small, wzth the result that some of the pipes do nmt,fzt

 :we11. "IF thos S plpes leak a little blt, they w111  150 beh
"vsu4 ‘of tune. IR e

"Thé Dboe has problems which are beyand the scope Df sxmple‘
repalr.  It is not wise to spend money on those plpes..‘

MELhanlLally, the Db»lmu: problems are: {1y “The 1eather o
‘the reservoirs {(also called regulators or belluws) has
deteriorated. We have tacked rags across the holes.  Repair
will not be esasy, and I don't mind the rags. The reqervulr'
‘are not of terrihly high quality, and sccess to them,
fpartlcular in the Swell, iz difficult. {2} The chests have
ihe 1rﬂ"erént groblems r‘?esc_rlbed earlier. ,(3) Th&&cc:mE-x:*.'.ll;:—:.v,= '

TI am Lautlnvg about emphasizing the llm;tdtlons D¥ the
"¢nefrument. " To start with, I think it is all of a pisce-—the

cobisole is not any worse than the chests, than tHe pipewori,

than the wind supply, etc. The organ is a lot better than a
‘1at of the alternstives. Better to have what is there than
‘wnat a lot of other churches have. Beveral of the sounds are
qulte fine. I especially like the Swell Viola and Celeste.
{Again——they must be heard alone to be appreciated. We
should say, rather, they must be heard alone to be heard.)
Both of the sfappmd flutes are clear and cheerful. Tne
pr:nc1pals are splid and clear, not scratchy.

Flease share this with the new organist, whom I Hmpe to meet
=200 . ‘



