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PIONEERS @ N PIEBEE ORGAN




LIMITEE

ST. HYACINTHE, QUEBEC

CANADA




Joseph Casavant
1807-1874

Claver Casavant
1859-1929




Samuel Casavant
1855-1933

he history of the Casavant firm began
with its founder Joseph Casavant, who, in 1837,
completed a small pipe organ at the request of the
director of the College at Ste. Thérése. This modest
beginning led to the construction of several organs,

in what is now Ontario and Quebec.

His two sons, Claver and Samuel Casavant,
grew up with their father’s love of his craft. After
his death in 1874 they travelled widely in Europe,
visiting organ factories, hearing and seeing fine
organs in France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany,
Belgium and England. They also worked some time

in the factory of John Abbey at Versailles.

After their return to St. Hyacinthe in 1879
they turned out several small instruments and in
1885 were awarded the contract for the 82-stop four
manual organ for Notre-Dame Church in Montreal.
From this point on their firm continued to grow
and the'ir fame to spread, until they were to rank

with the great builders of all time.




120 YEARS OF INCOMPARABLE ARTIST]C

Inventive and resourceful craftsmen, the two

brothers pionecred in such ficlds as electric action,

sliderless chests and adjustable combinations.
Frequent trips to Europe and elsewhere kept them
constantly abreast of new developments, which

they were prompt to adopt and improve.

The Casavants had built up during their
liferime not only the finest traditions of crafts-
manship among their employees, but also a strong
organization to carry on these traditions after them.
This organization continues today to stand for the
_artistic integrity and painstaking care the Casavants

cherished.

Eventually, Casavant Organs were to be
installed not only in the principal cities of Canada

and the United States, but also in South America,

British West Indies, South Africa, France and

Japan.
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TECHNICGCAL "PROGRESS

EGLISE NOTRE-DAME, Montréal.

First use of electro-pneumatic action.
Adjustable combinations. Speaking pipes
of 32-ft. length in the case.

— o134 8
H ey ¥
F-‘"h 1
g 1 -l iy —

W T
W =) |

VW Loiml aAasteP M

T R S W e s W

e 0
e ) AR

lm\_"-’_“/r:"\_\ O
ot

.
T e K
= ’—
i "
A T

{ %]

; WAW‘ ~
=\ }@K‘W‘ AT

.
d s Lg%







