By ERNEST H. RANKIN
i/ Marquette County

Hi}stm:ifixl Socgjety
- It was nnt:[-e-‘staée( by an un-
known sage of old that “Every
Cloud has a Silver Lining”;
however, with the destruction
of the First Baptist Church on
the Eve of the Epiphany or
Twelfth Night, it would appear
that the silver coating was un-
“justly thin and all too quickly
consumed by fire.

Fortunately, but of no imme-
diate or tangible value, the ex-
cellent pipe organ, which had.
‘raised its beautliful voice in
praising the Glory of God for
at least “Ten Thousand Times
Ten Thousand,” ably assisted
by choristers  and congrega-
tiong, had become a matter of
recorded history several years
before its untimely and regret-
table destruction, and a tiny
speck of the silver lining was
saved.

Voices For Posterity

On April 5, 1961, an Amer-
ican citizen, temporarily em-
ployed for two years by the
U.S. Army at Kitzingen, Ger-
many, addressed a letter to
‘“The Organist, First Baplist
Church, Marquette, Mich. E. A.
Boadway, who -didn't divulge
his army rank, stated in this
Jetter, ““In 1886, Hook & Has-
tings (Boston) installed in your
i church a two-manual tracker-
action organ of about 18 spealk-
ing stops (ranks of pipes), list-

7

ed as Opus 1322." He wanted |

to know if this organ were still
in existence and its specifica-
tions, for, although most of his
time he was engaged in serving
Uncle Sam, he was spending
his spare time collecting data
on Hook & Hastings, as well
as other organs for inclusion in
the archives of the Organ His-§
torical Society, York, Pa.

{Organ In Baptist Church
Served Congregation Well

)
Fine Acoustics .
Boadway wrote, ¢, ., and the
tape was elegant it Mrs.
Bolz is stil]l in Marquetie, please
extend to her my congratula-
tions for managing on an old
fracker some rather intricate
music, The Mozart was espe-
cially nice, and the tape reveals

\

of a mellowness which does
not come from age but rather
from the original voicing of the
pipes, and after hearing only
:German organs for many
lmonths, it is a joy to listen to
your instrument , . .

“Your church possesses .an
organ that will serve for .at
least snother century, and it
would easily be the hest instru-
ment in the city, simply ‘bhy
virtue of’ the mechanism. The
acoustical qualities of the room
malke the sound far richer {han
that of a higger organ in a
poorly-designed room. )
Built Over 2,000 Organs

“Your Hook & Hastings was
built by the best firm in Amer-
ica in ‘the last century. From
1829 to 1936, Hook & Hastings,
known as E. & G. G. Hook un-
til 1872, built more than 2.000
organg, almoest all, up to- 1805,

having tracker-zction, The later

produced, and- have not lasied,
but the early instruments exist
in many churches that have
‘wisely kept them.”

When first writing to Boad-
way concerning the organ, it
was stated that ‘“our church
celebrated its centennial in
September, 1960, and the organ
was given considerable mention
'in the newspaper, since it was
the first pipe organ to be in-
stalled in the State of Michi-
gan.”

“One Of The Best’

It is to the credit of the Rev.!:

Herschell Martin, pastor, Mrs.!
Richard Bolz, who was organ-i
ist at the time, and Al Eriks-
son, who serviced the organ,
keeping it in a good state of
repair, that Boadway’'s request
was fulfilled. They not only
gave him the data on the or-
gan, which was prepared by
Friksson, but with Mrs. Bolz at
the console and John G. Major
of Northern Michigan Univer-
| sity operaling a iape recorder,
prepared several stereotape-
recordings, preserving its many
voices for posterity.

To this, Boadway replied, in
part, as follows:

“T do not know if ryou in-
formed me correctly -about the
first organ in Michigan. Many
stories grow up around old or-
gans that I have to correct,
sometimes to the dismay of the
church . . . perhaps you mean
that the organ was either the
first in Marquctte . . . or the
first in:-your area of the state,
but the Hooks were installing
organs in Michigan in the
1860's, to. say nothing of earlier
huilders. So, your organ was
not the first, but as of 1961,
it's one of the oldest still be-
ing played . . . 1I'm rather in-
terested in correct organ his-
fory . .. countless churches say
something erroneous about their
organ and the tradition has no
basis. But feel proud of the fact
that you have kept your old
tracker-action instrument. It is
not the first or the oldest in
the state, but it is one of the
‘best organs in Michigan.”

Cost $2,900

{ church

lorzans were somewhat mass- || Peen in the custody of the Mar-

It has been
this organ had about
pipes. Even as this grand old

Boston-built instrument was be-;

estimated that!
1,000, {he next several issues,

Monday, Dec. 27, as well as
had no

space in its columne for such

ing consumed by fire, it was|an ordinary event az a new

The lot at the corner of Front
and Ridge Sts. was purchased
for $2,500 in 1882 and work on

29. 1t was not until September
1886 that the church was com-

I pleted, the first service being

held on Sunday, the 19th. The
organ did not arrive until early
in December, the Weekly Min-
ing Journal of the 11th stating,
““The pipe ongan for the new
Baptist Church has arrived,

~waukee Is now setting it up. It
will be ready for use a week
from -Sunday .(19th). The organ
is from the factory of Hook &
Hastings, Boston, and is about
the same size as those in the
Presbyterian and  Episcopal
churches. 1t will he provided
with a motor, and will cost,
/complete, bauvot $2.700."" The
records, which have

quette County Historical So-
ciety for some time, and were
therefore not lost in the fire,
reveal that the total cost of this
organ was almost $2,900.
Clifton Hotel Fire -
The Journal of Dec. 20, 1886,
states: “Mr. O. Marshall, who

has been engaged the past week
setting up the organ in the
Baptist church, has the job
about completed . &2 ‘

A careful scanning of hoth
the Weekly and Daily Mining
Journals has  unfortunately
{ailed to reveal when the organ
was first used; however, "it
might be safe to assume that

the happy event ocourred at |
Christmas time, 1886. The Clif- ]

ion Holel, then localed at the
"present site of the Harlow
. Block, had gone up in flames
early Christmas morning, and

the next issue of the Jowrnal

the First Baptist Church was!
started on April 23, 1884, the:
corner stone being laid on May .

d . O. rshall Mil-
ond e O Marsnall of : 'water to flood the basemeni

_being staled around town, ‘‘Isn’t| pipe organ.
,it a schame that the wonderful,| gerved For 78 Years
;rare old German (built) organ
that the church has good acous-+|1s being destroyed!”
tics. The organ has something’;

In those days, organg were

pumped by hand, or by a2 mo-
tor powered by waler. Meters

'had not as yet come into use

and the water users were
charged a flaf, yearly rate, no
matter how much waler was
consumed. Most of Marquette’s

i churches took advantage of this

as these motors required con-
siderable water to keep them
going, particularly under the
stress of “full organ.” By 1908
or 1910, the motor in the base-
ment of the Baptist church was
failing at its task, its worn-out
parts permitting - the escaping

without delivering sufficient
power to pump the bellows,
causing the organ to conk out.
It has been stated by an emi
nent citizen of Marquette, whe
has been a “pillar of the
church” for untold years, that
upon the failure of the organ
due to the lack of wind, whick
always occurred when the choiz
and congregation were singing =
hymn, leaving them to flounder
through it as best they could, 2
deacon of the church woulc
rush from his pew to the bhase
ment and tinker with the mo
tor, hoping to restore it to s=rv.
ice. While not a matter of rec
ord (such things never are), i
is presumed that this deacor
used, . especially upon skinning

his knuckles while using =
wrench, many of the same
words which were likewise

flowing from the lips of the
preacher upstairs and to mucl
greater advantage. The time
came when the motfor rotatec
for the last time and the now
worthy citizen, who was thes
im his mid-teens, was assignec
to the task of pumping the bel
lows by hand. .

This is, in general, the histor
of a church pipe organ whicl
faithfully served its congrega
tion for 78 full years, a notabl
record and seldom obtained
and a tribute to the master or

gan builders of a long past era

Marquette Regional History penter
J. M. Longyear Research Library



MARQUETTE COUNTY. HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This is the way Marquette looked in 1863, the year
the First Baptist congregation dedicated its first church,
a small white edifice complete with tower, which stood
on what is now the site of the Historical Society museum
on N. Front St. (The ‘church can be distinguished amon,
the trees at what looks like the morthern' terminus- o ;
street, while ‘at the ‘extreme left in the pic

on S. Front, is T. T. Hurley’s livery stable.) Note the-
two ore doeks and the smhng vessels in the harbor, Mar-’

First_ Baptist Church  To

Mass ., ‘and/including: Peter W
lic library is named), thatfresulted in Marquette s fot}nd-

quette had been founded nly 14 ‘years before thls pic=

ture, made from ‘a glass nggatlve, was taken, but.in the
brief span from‘its beginnings in:1849: to 1863, it was al~
ready a thriving townand was attracting increasing
numbers: of settlers lured by 1ts txmber nd I i

A
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In Marquette Was Dedicated At
Height Of Civil War In July 863

BY HELEN McLAUGHLIN
Journal Women's Editor

It was on a September night in 1860 at the home of a man named
Walter Finney, on what is now Bluff St., that the congregation
of Marquette’s First Baptist Church was formally organized.

Baptists who had settled in Marquette since its founding 11 years
before had been worshiping together for some time, holding their
meetings in the schoolhouse, the courthouse or in the homes of mems-
bers. Although there was only a handful of them — eight men and
women — at the Finney house that night a century ago, they decid-
ed that the time had come for orgamzatwn of the congregahon and
the building of a church.

John Burt, a pioneer resident
who had already made a fortune
in this area when Marquette was
only a sprawling settlement of
less than 1,000 souls, gave the
Baptists their first \ehurch, a white

them, but some of com'se,-c‘ould
not' be replaced.
In Detroit Assn,

For years, the Marquette Baptist

wooden building ‘located on N,
Front St., on the present site of
the Marquette County Historical
Society’s museum. Early records
describe the church, complete with
tower, as ‘‘an edifice of respect-
able proportions and a fine addi-
tion to that part of town.’
War At Height

The Civil War was at its height

on dedication day — July 5, 1863

John Burt, one of five sons of

1%66 1869, %%

Church — first Baptist organiza-
tion in the Upper Peninsula —
was a member of the Detroit Bap-
tist-Assn., for the slr}\lple reason
that Detroit was easily accessible
by boat, the most common mode
of transportation of the day.

The Rev. Mr. Armstrong was
succeeded by the Revs. A, S, An-
derson, John. Matthews, A. A,
Randall, Jonathan Rowley, Charles
E. Huhbert Charles' !Button = and
Kerr Boyce Tupper Of. the Rev.

1esm "‘l:'i’on }Tl
departure record that “‘the Rev. J.
Matthews preached his last' ser-
mon to a large and appreciative
audience on last Sabbath morn.
ing, Mr. Matthews has been-in our
midst for nearly three years, and
Marquette will lost one of the best
ministers that ever had the mis-
fortune to step on these shores.
He leaves on Wednesday evening
for San Francisco, having accept-
ed a call from First Baptist Church
of that place.”
New Plans

Twenty years after the wooden
church was built, the growing
congregation recognized the need
for a larger one. In March of 1882,
a building committee 'of which
Frank B. Spear was treasurer
started & ecampaign o raise $25,-
000 for a new church. Other mem-
here af. the osammittea wara &

gthenfingtnin

-dgig of time, things come topsy-
contributed
large amounts then could not give

turvey, Many = who

five dollars now, and some who
came with their widow’s mite then
are now immensely wealthy.”
Said. F, B, Spear. “Many gave
their all.”

Built at a total cost of " $30 000,
the church was described in Sep-
tember 1886 as ‘‘one of the chief
ornaments in the ¢ity.” Constructs
ed of brownstone from local quar-
ries, its interior is finished in red
oak obtained in Kalamazoo Coun=
ty. The: pews, also of red oak,
came from' the factory of George
Faulhaber in' Cleveland.

It is to the everlasting credit of
the congregation of the 1880’s that
there was no stinting—they want-
ed the best for their church and
they got it, ‘even through the
added expense; was also an added
burden, ‘Given the choice between
pine or red .oak for the interior
finish, for instance, ‘they chose the
more costly red oak. On top of the
cost ' of the building, the’ congre-
gation went “all out” for the best’
organ, too, buymg a Hook and,
Hastings 1n.str‘mment, sa'xd to be

at' a 'whoppin, ng.
(The organ is; stﬂ;l in ‘use.)
boilh Groups Aotive
The Sunday! School, young peos -
ple’s societles, women’s groups and
the choirs haye been an'infegral
part of the Baptists! church life in
all the 100 years since the congre-
gation was organized, Serving as
Sunday ' School superintendents in
the early years were J. E.'Bridges,

A fund of information about
the early history of the First
Baptist Church here and of
Marquette itself” will be pre-
sented tonight in a special His-
torical Night program at 8 p.
m, which ‘is part of the Cen-
tennial  Week observance of

the Flirst Baptist congregation.

W
el(after whom: the:pub:

ing, During the early years, the Marquette First Baptist

Church, first Baptist organization in the Upper Penin-

sula, was a. part of the Detroit Baptist Ahsn., 450 miles

away and reached cnly by beat. First ‘pastor of the

church was, the Rey. J.'C, Armstrong, ‘who came from
i - 1]

and’
and left a membezshlp of 35
courtesy of the Marquette County Historical Society)

This' is the interior of the wooden church which John Burt, a
pioneer resident who amassed a fortune in mining operations in this
area, gave to the First Baptist congregation in the early 1860’s. The
church became a gathering place called Fraternity Hall when the
new church was built in 1886.

when he resigned. — (Photo |

Rev. Mr, Martin’s wif ho found-
edew;t r;\fa swewooun Fln.al MEEi‘lrlg Of
" The congregation has grown to

& total of 125 baptized] members. TWlllght League S
5 e nit ~Golfers Monday

‘dren amomg ‘uheur church mem-
be.rshxp because “only adults . are
ba:ptlzed ) Three of the present con-
gregation have been members for
more than 60 years. They are Miss
Norma Ross, Mrs. Farle White and
Miss Alice McMartin, Members
for more than 50 years are Sarah
Ellen Morrison, Mrs. William G,
Woodbridge, Mrs. Arthur Barag:
wanath, Mrs. Charles Mehrman

and Mrs, Leonard C. Smith.

| LHE

Women' golfers who have been
playing in the twilight league at
the Marquette Golf and Country
Club-this summer will have their
final ‘'supper meeting of the year
Monday evening.

The affair has been planned as
a costume party and will begin
with a social hour at 6. The pasty
supper will be served by Mrs. Carl
Vickstrom at 7.

Prizes will be awarded during

b o dha avaning ta thA avinsamoat ALz




, one of five sons of
a Macomb County pioneer, Hirang
Burt, came to this area in 1844 to

John B

survey mining properties and
stayed to become a wealthy pillar
of early Marquette. He figured
prominently in activities of the
Baptist congregation here.

— and the bloody battletield of
Gettysburg had been strewn with
dead for four days. No ‘one who
gathered in the little church for
the ceremonies knew anything
about it, however, and the occa-
sion was a happy one. There were
distinguished visitors here from as
far away as New York City, and
the Rev. Samuel Haskell, a lead-
ing clergyman of  Kalamazoo,
preached the dedication sermon,

First pastor of the church was
the Rev. J. C. Armstrong, who
came to Marquette from Lansing
to take part in the dedication and
stayed on. He served for two years,
and when he resigned to take an-
other pastorate left a congrega-
tion of 35 members.

There is actually little known
about the size of the church or its
seating capacity because the
church records were detroyed in
the Great Fire of June 11, 1868,
a catastrophe which virtually lev-
eled Marquette’s business section,

Church Undamagegi

At the time of the fire, the
church was being redecorated and
services were scheduled tempor-
arily in a hall located over the
Bronson and Westlake store on. S.
Front St. The store was in the
path of the blaze, so two quick-
thinking parishioners — W.. 8.
Westlake and A. J, Burt — dashed
into the building, wrapped the or-
gan in & blanket, carried it down
two flights of stairs and buried it
in the sand at the foot of Wash-
ington St. The organ is intact to
this day as is the blanket, which is
the property of the H1stomca1 So-
ciety.

Because the fire was contained
at a point midway on Front St.
north of Washington, the church
escaped damage, but the office of
the church elerk on Washington was
completely destroyed and his reec-
ords along with it, Later, an at-
tempt was made to reconstruct

STL VEW LUl

"1866= 1869 he hle?‘menﬂomng Risihes fm"t”@n’ °”ga“’j‘“ Michiga

depamture vecord that ‘the Rev. J,
Matthews preached his last ser-
mon to a large and appreciative
audience on last Sabbath morn-
ing. Mr. Matthews has been in our
midst for nearly three years, and
Miarquette will lost one of the best
ministers that ever had the mis-
fortune to step on these shores.
He leaves on Wednesday evening
for San Francisco, having accept-
ed a call from First Baptist Church
of that place,”
New Plans

Twenty years after the wooden
church was built, the growing
congregation recognized the need
for a larger one. In March of 1882,
a building committee of Whlch
Frank B. Spear was treasurer
started & ecampaign to raise $25,-
000 for a new church. Other mem-
bers of the committee were S.
Peck, H. A. Burt, L. C. Palmer,
James Lawrence, George Burtis,
H. A. Lobdell and A. S. Westlake.
At their first meeting, a total of
$6,000 was pledged.

Many non-Baptists in the com-
munity contributed to the fund,
some glying cash, others donat-
ing material or labor. Business
associates of some of the commit-
tee members from other localities
were also among the : donors,
among them a rising young tycoon
named Robert Dollar (his gift
$100), a lumberman in the east-
ern end of the Upper Peninsula
who later left these parts for the
Pacific Northwest and who be-
came known the world over as
the immensely wealthy founder of
the Dollar Steamship Co,

Lot $2,500

By April 1882, subscriptions to
the building fund totaled $12,000,
and the lot where the First Bap-
tist Church now stands, corner
of Front and Ridge Sts., had been
purchased for $2,500. Plans were
approved in the spring of 1884,
the cornerstone was laid on May
29 of that year and construction
was started.

Soon available funds were ex-
hausted, however, and work on the
structure stopped. The Kalamazoo
contractor gave the congregation
two years from the beginning of
construction to raise the required
amount for continuing, and in the
meantime, he turned out the wood-
work: for the church in his Kala-
mazoo shop.

In March of 1886, another $10,-
000 had been secured and the next
month building operations got un-
der way again. The building was
completed in  September of that
year and turned over to the con-
gregation. Because of a debt of
$6,000 still owing, however, the
dedication was delayed until the
building was clear, and the church
was not formally dedicated until
July 10, 1889. In the language of
the times, the building project was
described as “a long pull, a hearty
pull ‘and a pull together.”

‘Many Gave All’

Years after, in remarking about

individual contributions, A, $

Westlake remarked, ‘In tha whul-_

‘Home Mission Society and worked

at a ‘whopping price of $2,500.
(The organ is still in use.)
Groups Active

The Sunday School, young peo-
ple’s societies, women’s groups and
the choirs have been an integral
part of the Baptists’ church life in
all the 100 years since the congre-
gation was organized, Serving as
Sunday School superintendents in
the early years were J. E. Bridges,

A tund of information about
the early history of the First
Baptist Church here and of
Marquette’ itself will be pre- -
sented tonight in a special His-
torical Night program at 8 p;
m, which is part of the Cen-
tennial - Week observance of
the First Baptist congregation.

J. W. Wyckoff, A. S. Westlake,
George Burtis and F. B. Spear, the
latter heading the Sunday School
during his lifetime for a total of 40
years, Of George Burtis, Spear
once said: “Burtis was the best
superintendent this church ever |
had, both in attracting pupils to ;
our school and getting them to
study the lesson.” i

' Records show that the Young '
Ladies Society contributed $212,60
to the building fund and were “an
aggressive force in church life, In
1897, there was a Senior Young
People’s Soeiety and later there
was another organization for
young ladies called the World
Wide Guild. Young people of the
First Baptist Church are now
working ' together 'in  the Baptist
Youth Fellowship, under the lead-
ership ‘of the Rev, Herschell G.
Martin, pastor, with Molly Hil~
lier as president.
New Organist

Mrs.: H. I, Sharp recently re-
signed 'as organist at the church
after serving ‘for' several years,
and has been ‘succeeded by Mrs,
Richard Bolz. Some of the earlier
organists were Mrs. A. E. Brown,
Miss' Daisy Cavis, Miss Mabel
Wilkinson, Miss Helen (Nellie)
Walker and A, S. Westlake, Lat-
er Miss Ruth Sinclair was organ-
ist and choir director for many
years, From time to time, there
have been several youth as well as
adult choirs at the First Baptist
Chureh,

Baclg' in 1880, the women of the
church  were known as the Baptist

in' cooperation with the State Mis:
sion Board. Throughout the history
of the local ehurch they have been
actiye in missionary ad charitable
activities at' home. The women:
raised more than $1,500 when the
new church was built, and have
since bought kitchen equipment,
dishes,, donated to. the decorating
fund, and carried other finan-
cial responsibility for the church
program.
Cirele Organized

Young married women with and
without children have recently
been organized into a group called
the Lucille Martin Circle after the

.a total om w1:~Aa~1';3t1zec14 members
(Th Baptists do not’ eount ¢
dren ' among their church mem-
bership because only adults are
baptized.) Three of the present con-
gregation have been members for
more than 60 years. They are Miss
Norma Ross, Mrs. Earle White and
Miss ' Alice. McMartin, Members
for more than 50 years are Sarah
Ellen Morrison, Mrs. William G.
Woodbridge, Mrs. Arthur Barag-
wanath, Mrs. Charles Mehrman

and Mrs, Leonard C. Smith.
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s ~Golfers Monday

Women golfers who have heer
playing in the twilight league a
the Marquette Golf and Country
Club this summer will have theiz
final supper meeting of the year
Monday evening.

The affair has been planned a:
a costume party and will begin
with a social hour at 6. The pasty
supper will be served by Mrs. Carl
Vickstrom at 7.

Prizes will be awarded during
_H:\Aqnxmnma.fn tha srrivsess o Al Al



