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ademorandum of Elgreement, mgde this, 26LH day of

BEEL o LA D 1809 , by and between the
Elustin Organ Gompan\z, of hartford, Connecticut, U. S. El.,
party of the first part, and . Blenche H. Bushnell,

party of the second part,
Wirnesserin: The partp of the first part, in' consideration of the agreements hercin of the
party of the second part, hereby agrees. to comstruct, erect and sell to the party of the second part a

mot d blowi e
pipe organ, according to Bhe -mne‘(e(? spccrl]u'catlon-, s:hé‘%rgm?atg‘ be térgected complete and ready for use

,.in the Aberdeen Methodist BpiScopal Church of Aberdecen, So. Dak.

on or before the 20th e Gay of o AuguSt 1808 | subject, however,
to delays from fire, strikes or causes beyond the control of the party of the first part.

The party of the first part further warrants that sajd organ when completed shall be free from any
defects in material or workmanship, and agrees that if any such defect or defects should develop within
one year after completion the party of the first part will, upon written notice within such year of such

defect or deflects, forthwith remedy the same at its own expense.

The party of the first part further warrants that the wind pressure of said organ when completed

- ———-

will be unvarying under all conditions of use, that the action will be practically instantancous in response

and repetition, that the touch will not be affected by additional couplers or atmospheric variations, and

that the console arrangements will be convenient and reliable in operation.
The party of the second part, in consideration of the agree;nents herein of the party of the
‘ﬁrst part, hereby requests the party of the first part to construct and erect said pipe organ, and agrees
to purchase the same and to pay therefor the sum of Ffour Thousand Three Hundred and
Seventy - ($4370.00) ~Dollars in New York City funds as follows:
When the principal portions of said organ are assembled in the factory of the party of the first
part, the sum of ... Five Hundred .. ... ... ... .. g5 5. e DOIIEYS
Upon the delivery in the above named Church of the principal portions
of said organ, or if such delivery is delayed to accommodate the party of the second part, then when the

principal portions of said organ shall be constructed and ready for shipment, the sum of

% Five Hundred Dollars.

Upon the erection of said organ complete, in accordance herewith, the balance of said contract

price, to wit, the sum of Three Thousand Three Hundred and Seventy pojars.
The party of the second part further agrees to have the above named Church

in condition suitable and proper for the erection, of said organ, including motor._ _and blowing gear,

and to permit the erection thereof at least Twenty days previous to the date fixed for

the completion of the organ aforesaid, and to give to the party of the first part the exclusive use of

said . .......Churech... ... . o for the purpose of regulating and tuning said organ at least
Twenty. . ....days previous to the date fixed for said completion.

The party of the second part further agrees at its own expense to build suitable foundation...
and enclosurc = when necessary for motor = and blowing gear, to do all wiring or plumbing connected
therewith including conductor pipe = from motor = to organ, and to install such electric lights as may
be needed for the erection and future care of said organ, when and as directed by the party of the first
part, and to supply necessary light, heat and power during the erection, regulating and tuning of said organ,

The party of the second part further agrees that from and after the delivery of said organ, or any

parts thereof, in the above named Church , the party of the second part will, at

fé.e_{' 2 own expense, keep said organ and said parts insured in sound, reliable insurance companies agagnst g
T §




—y o

>

Four Thousand ($4000) =mm e S
in the name of and for the benefit of the parties hereto as their respective interests may ATpEA.

It is mutually agreed that the title to and ownership of said organ shall be and remain in the party
of the first part until the contract price, as heretofore stated, has been fully paid with interest upon any deferred
payments at the rate of six Per cent. per annum, and that upon such payment said organ shall become the
property of the party of the second part, :

It is mutually agreed that in case there shall arise any differences between the parties hereto regarding
the ‘30.“11”*.?“'0n of said organ, such differences shall, at the request of either party, be submitted to a commitliee
ﬁirgtrcl))lti:;tcllon, to consist of three disinterested persons to be forthwith chosen, one by each of the parties

) & the third by the two so chosen, and the finding of a majority of said committee as to whether

and when saj i i i o
€n said organ had been fully completed in accordance with this contract shall be final and binding upon
the parties hereto

: It is hereby_ mutually agreed that no changes
tnless assented to in writing by both parties hereto.

IN WiTNE § SOF ies i
1Id.§,€ar g%tabo"isw;éig-]{hOl the pa.rtles hercof have mterchangeably set their hands and seals the day
Pariy agreef that Sulteble electric motor be furnished and in-

sté:tl?drrﬁf‘ suffiecient size bower etec. and of a ~-mak-e-a’pproved'--by-“second
p Vs at tonal effects of the organ be Satisfoctory: that organ be

in every wey first class with the very best of material and v anship
A USFFN Gt s N COMPANTY % |
L G s

SPEOIFIOATIONS FOR A PIPE ORGAN

TO BE BUILT ON THE

AUSTIN UNIVERSAL AIRCHEST SYSTEM.
(Patented in the United States, England and Canada.)

» alterations or additions to this contract shall be valid

Ld-«-w— T et

Two. ... manuals, compass CC to C', 61 notes, Pedal, compass CCC to G, 32 notes.

‘p Action, Austin patent. - tubular.. ... pneumatic key and tubular pneumatic stop.
4 Console, attached . pattern, Stop key - . case, 88 organ.
¥ i

Pedals,..A. G. 0.  Willis model, concave and radiat ing. .

Couplers,. . and. speeking stops by stop Keys over upper manual
| Unisons, . key..cheek pistons. ... ...~~~

Composition pistons, under respective manuals,__._‘.,.___,.ad.j.uS‘Lab.l.e,,.mo.v.i.n.g....r.egis.t, (=5 ¢ 1< RO,

] e s B
Composition pedals, adjusteble moving registers.

Design,...to be submitted... . ...~~~

Displayed -pipes,. French leaf gold bronze-or as de Sired "y -second party.-

Blower, Motor,.. eélegtric.
Current,mting,........_Y.S.S‘.....VoItS : Cycles. . Phase, Pressure, oo Lbs.
Pitch, International 435 A. Wind pressure. 5" ‘ ,

The electrician for Aberdeen Light & Power Co., advises that they.. .

furnish 220 volts. Three Phase, 6C Cycles, alternating current. First
Ferty sgrees to furnish "Orgoblo" and use slow speed snd best method of

L a]A]Hl“%%d %1?)95 a?glt{; ? gBIQ%ZSeﬁ igls%% QX varnished outside, with patent metal toed feet 76 inches up

. i re tin and pure
and containing voicing slides in larger bores. Metal pipes are to be of proper proportion of pu

: i etal toes, mouths
lead for their respective tonal requirements. Basses are to be oi be.sltl ?nilﬁi:;gfe I:iaevsli?glgl I\:ithout c;rving o
i . G - w1 €
and tuners. Reeds are to be of special design. The case-wor red by the party of the second part,

; . ; i ign is requi s
elaborate detail, provided that if any case-work of sPeleﬂ des1g1'1 huti able time, and the additional cost
complete architect’s drawings and details must be UFIELET: ST BE and the ’balance upon completion
thereof shall De paid for as an extra, 50 per cent, upon delivery of the organ
of the same,
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1. Open Diapason,

2. Bourdon,

3. Gross Flute,

(frm.

O

.« & =

PELAL ORGAN.

5w B 15"
Great) e 16"
8!

/ Lo .’-.j"-
Great to‘Pedal Unison.
Swell to Pedal Unison.
Swell to Pedal Octave.

Augmented .
32 notes, wood .

32 n

32 ]

7-8. Two adjustable composition pedals to control Pedal

stops and couplers.

¢. Bourdon,

10. Open Diepason,

11. Dulciana,
124 Clarabelia,

13. Octave,

14. Harmonic Flute, N3, Aot

21-24. rour adjustable
stops and couplers.

GREAT OKGAN.

Leresa 16"
/! 3 8!
{ fft_ d v :" 8'
[“.L- (97 -‘ (e 4y .‘, QH‘Q‘J { A Bl
€ 4!
4!
Great Sub.
Great Unison off,
Grest Cctave.
Swell to Great Sub.
Swell to Great Unison.

Swell to Great Cectave.

SWELL OrGAN.

25. Open Liapason, éﬁéJ v T, 8'
26. Doppel Flute, ﬂ&uﬂxg’ 8"
27. Viole d'Orchestre, wmauals 8'
28. Viole Celeste, wiual 8"
26. Echo Salicional, €/ 8"
30. Flauto Traverso, AlAusl: 4!
31. Flageolet, vaual 2
32. COboe, cbauwb. qr'
32. Tremulant.

34, Swell Lub.

35, oSwell Unison off.

38. Swell Octave.

37-40. Four adjusteble composition pistons to
stops and couplers.

Sforzando Pedal.

ACCESSORY.

42, Balanced Swell Pedgl.

43. Great to Pedal Heversible.

composition pistons to

73 pipes, wood.

73 e metal.
7 3 " "
73 n wood.
73 " metal.
7 3 " "

73 pipes, metel. Zzﬂgo,

73 ! wood .
73 " tin,
61 " &

73 " "

73 " wood .
51 . metal.
73 " reed.

41. Balanced Crescendo Pedal, adjusteble, not moving registers.

73
73:

/0.

44
3.

o4,

control Great

»n

4551

control Swell

410.
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AUSTIN ORGANS, INC.

SUCCESSORS TO

AUSTIN ORGAN COMPANY
HARTFORD, CONN., U. S. A.

Contract No. 255=R -4
WITH

Methodist Episcopal Church

_Aberdeen, S. D.

New console and related parts
to electrify Organ No. 255,
also pipes and chests to add-
Cholr-Sectione- == 4{{;@!{93
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3-31-5k
RE Orgen NoT=@55<R ..

addition
W. Eyestone authorizing

t from letter dated 3-29-54 from Mr. J. e s adi:
1cgtli:'cz?l‘.lt;:rine'l: to Choir Division instead of preparation as heretofor p

ve
As to the Clarinet, I have talked it over with the conl;:txz tﬁega s
decided to have it installed at the same time the organw:lll give you $300.
is the proposition they make, the grice is $660. They s Bal e of
cash at the time it is installed or any time before tha t;,ll P e Jadien
$360. they will pay on or before a year after it is ins .

are teking this project on and do not want to pay any interest, but will send
the $300. immediately, if you do desire.

Stark's reply dated 3-31-5k -

Thenk you kindly for your letter of March 29th authorizing the addition of
the Clarinet to the organ specifications at an extras price of $660.00.

®
If agreesble to you, we will add this amount to the final payment due on
completion of the organ with the understanding that the ladies ov the church

may wish to defer payment of $360.00 toward the price of the Clarinet until
approximately a year after the installation

has been completed. This could
be covered by a note without interest unless

they find that by the time the
organ is completed, they have the $360.00 in hand.



MEMORANDUM of AGREEMENT made thils day of March, 1953
by and between AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. T HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
hereinafter called Builder and the FIRST METHODIST CHURCH of

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA hereinafter called Purchaser.
WITNESSETH:

\
(1) The Bullder agrees to renovate and enlarge the Austin "\:’p
Organ in the above church, furnishing all materlal i j(’/d
and labor required for the improvements and additions \ 7
M -é,é listed below. Sald work to be started at the church KJ} 3
y A
_ 3

on _or abou or as soon thereafter &as
/_gﬁ* possible in the event of delays beyond his control,

and proceed to completion with dillgence and dilspatch.

31"527 THREE manual all-electric stop-key console with a full
/ /\5 complement of plstons and accessories, the case to be
C finished to harmonize with the church furnishings.

New cables to connect console with all parts of organ.

a'@ Dl . New rectifier of ample capaclity to provide low voltage

(E% .8 action current.

Complete set of electro-pneumatic unit actlons for the
exlsting organ.

Modern swell engine for the Swell Division.

Electrically driven tremolos for the Swell and Cholr
D %ﬁ:ia«u D el 53 0x wntf mews dem f o Tt g aeeedd,
New plpes and chests as necessary to bring the organ
to the f_ot%.__lowing speclifications: )
A m..v,-,é OJ@%MW " M S AT ORWj‘ (0%_%% ";,-}"‘:4‘“ rw)
-4
m@t:g\m — 0 4’ “a ‘
pen Diapason (new pipes T.C. up) i es ¢
— Harmonic Flute (new bass octave) 52 A"; zd’ff”;f\a’ %\"g%r-waw\oéd,f-‘ﬁw
Gemshorn (New pipes throughout )44~ y I7R /5 "
pﬂ;‘mw'—“ Octave Wt'f“f‘“ Apveiocd 41 73 n ‘
’ Mixture (new plpes throughout) III Rks. 183 % Act agfardlisns
Chimes (console preparastion only) 25 Tubular Bells

SWELL ORGAN f‘éﬂjuyf*

aT.C. s 4840 60 Ya M. 1R,
Rt - Diapason™ 7,y vaverde~T. C o aifo g8 73 pi
Sctin. PHoRL crenioes pLOLTRT Tl ntt®lon 0ppd 3B 1P98

7 :
: Meur B B4, Vs M 118T8at) 8! 73 pipe s
72 Z - salicional }0ld gbs yggitilciona Do R
n aole factory rescaled and
revoicedy Eoliodalie pvicoaltdB! 73 plpes
" Voix Celeste, T. C. it
o threughout) 81 61 pipes =, :
Chimney Flute (New pipes throughout) 4! = & - % -253’/(’5)%” @R
0" < Flautino (01ld Flageolet JacveiccA " 2t ol n ol M
_‘__\?Trumpet (New. pipes tharoughout) 378 rcaig!t 73 M )
Vox Humana (Console preparation only) 8! 61 "

Tremolo (New elegtrically-driven)
"n Glroe, o€els .“_\f{ A j—a,cftmu Ao — ?' 73
CHOIR OR(#,AN k4("All. new except Dolce)and=0boe)
w ind- DA
Viola 52. 24M |7R. MR R, it 8! 73 pi
Rt . Bourdon (metal) .5 g.@&fq 1;¢1me.§/¥~55/67&'/6“8*"7;€ L{"t{"’ﬁs PeRee
Wl —-T Dolcg{Present Dulciana pilpeshevriced 3! 73 "

)

‘u;tsv&‘

M&ngglge Celests, 1.405% [ ) s 8! 61 M
ol Flute 4w, I8R. 41 73 "
Nazard 45(¢4) ‘9‘1“-'8'1?7.) f 2-2/31 6?. n
Block Flute 4.5/( IM. 1R 21 61 1

Clarinet (Prepars .
, F gt e B

O

reVo

Tremolo



© S ged

Lm_Z-f’27/LQZ/2:3

P 0 ‘
PEDAL ORGAN 5 'wrowd £yCefR ol Jeo s o ‘

Open Diapason %g: gg piges
Bourdon (BB i)
. Contra Gemshorn . .
““ﬁt éz ° (Prepared for in console only) le! 12 piges, 20 noges
. Lieblich Gedeckt (Choir Ext.)#34cslewordl6! 12 . 20 .
X2 tiiwTal > 0otave (161 J(Ext.) ; g: %g s 20 |
' " Dolce Flute (Choir s 4G (78
Super Oct?ve (1e? Ext.Y%ﬁj$ﬁ¢g2'46( )lg: ) 12 pipes, 20 notes
Bombarde Prepared for
B pin 8! ) 56 pilpes
Clarion ) console only 41 )
2) Builder agrees that the work when completed shall be first-

class, free from defects in material or workmanship and
guarantees the new material for a term of five years from
date of completion. This does not include tuning or
ordinary care (or electric motors which are guaranteed by
the manufacturers for one year),

(3) In consideration of the above the Purchaser agrees to pay
to AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. or order, the sum of EIGITEEN
THOUSAND ($18,000.00) DOLLARS as follows and all taxes
which may be levied on the manufacture and sale of the
above work. 2 , ;

Need Y = 8%
FIRST PAYMENT - 25% on signing of this agreement ($4,500.00)
SECOND PAYMENT -25% on delivery of console and new _ ﬁﬁﬁd
material to the church ( 4,500.00;
THIRD PAYMENT - 50% on completion of the work, ($9,000.00
in three equal payments, 12, 24 and 36 months.,

(4) Purchaser agrees to insure the new parts against loss by
fire, water, etc. as soon as the parts are placed in the
buillding for the benefit of the parties heret s their
interests may appear. ﬁ%&ﬁz B Thbs.oo0

3 /57 /L

(6) It is mutually understood and agreed that the title to and
ownershipment of the new material shall be and remain in
the Builder until the purchase price hereinbefore mentioned

has been paid in full, after which it becomes the property
of the Purchaser.

upon completion to bear interest By

at the rate of 6 percent, SATES REPRESENTATIVE (Builder)

FIFTi METHODIST CHURCH
X B

QMLJLFFS\ERQMAN»VQL/' (Purchaser)
[

Al st a —

To conform with Foreign Corporation Laws this conf e T
8 contract
binding until accepted by AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. at Har:roig,nggnn.

AUSTIN ORGANS, INC.
By \Yercovals ]

Vice Pres. reas., - (Buillder)

ACCEPTED:
HARTFORD, CONNe.

O 29, 1982




copies to Messrs. Emlyn Owen, E., A Moore and Bernard Higgins 9-17-54

—

g )il
FiIlRRSE
_  MEFITHOIBPESE LEINCOILN AY FEFTHE
CHURCEH ABERIDEEFN, SOUTH DAKONTA

Harold G. Trost
Minister

Frank Traves

Minister Sept ember 13 s 1954

Austin Organ Co.
Hartford
Connedicut

Gantlemen:

The members and friends of the First Methodist Church ef Aberdeen,
South Dakota, are leoking ferward to the dedication of eur splen-
did Austin ergan. The date for the dedication is set for Sunday,
October 17, As senior minister of the church, I am writing te
express my appreciation to you for the splendid instrument which
will soon be available for our services of worship. Cur church
organist and other musicians have played the organ and have
pronounced it to be the finest not enly in the eity, but in the
entire nerthern part of the state. I want perseonally te commend
Mr. Moeere and Mr. Higgins. The organ was completed while I was
on vacatien, but I was en hand when both of these gentlemen were
working together. They impressed us all with their competency
and were fine fellews to have around.

In preparing for the dedicatien and the publieity which, of ceurse,
will be a part of the procedure, it eccurred te me that you

might have descriptive material cencerning our organ which ceuld
be used in a newspaper stery. Any suggestions that you have for
such a stery er for a printed dedicatory program will be of

great help to us.

I know we shall be very proud of our splendid Austin organ and
we shall coentinue te appreciate the fine cooperation and service
which your organization has extended to us.

Sincerely yours ’

&:’@@

. e




With their warm rich tone, the very besutiful Swell strings blénd
perflectly with the flutes of the orgsn. The Swell 1s the most brillismt
division of the organ with its Trumpet topping the flue chorus.
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AUSTIN OROANS, INC.

Vice Pres. & Treas.
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Grst United Methodist Church e

November 3, 1976

Austin Orgens, Incorporated /d: 2§ 85A

Post Office Box 365
Hartford, Gonnecticut 06101

Dear Mr., Smith,

As the interior of our church 1is being renovated, I thought it
might not be a bad idea to let you know what maintenance pro-
cedures we are using on our Austin Organ, and hope that you
will include this note in our file.

We have contracted with Don Neuman of the Neuman Organ Company,
Seward, Nebraska, to have the entire jnstrument dismantled and
stored until the painting, woodwork, and carpet men have finished
their chores. When that is finished, Mr. Neuman will return,
wash all the pipes, clean the wooden ones with a lemon oil pre-
servant, clean the interior of the windchests, remove the toe
boards, vacuum and wash all wooden surfaces inside and outside
the instrument, replace all pipes, including the facade pipes
which are to be stripped of their present gilt paint and re-

painted.

He will also replace the top of low C on the Oboe 8' (sw) which
has become mysteriously dislogged. He will also re-pack the
stopped metal pipes with a felt material, and check the large
wooden pipes and repack those stoppers where necessary.

Don says that it is a good idea to go through the action and
take care of dead notes and ciphers at this time, We have not
and do not have this trouble. After he assembles the organ,
he will regulate and tune the instrument. j

We feel that after twenty years 6f‘fa1thful,service, it was
wise to have this move taken with the organ, hoping that it
will serve us for at least twenty more years.

Similar cleaning and adjustments\ﬁill be made on the console,
which hes never been opened. I think this is quite a statement
for the quality of the workmenship and the materials that

Austin does.

If I had to make a criticism of this instrument, it would be
made against the fan tremulants on the swell and choir
divisions. Mr. Neuman says that these can be removed and a
beater mechanism installed buy this would result in the loss
of easy access if trouble should develop. I told him that I

PASTORS
RICHARD WARD JERRY WICKRE EDWIN O. HESSEL




- Z__-= -=A Rernard Higgins 9-17-5k4

<|

Austin
Pagc 5 Organs, Incorporateq ’

thought we?

d better leave w
W ell enough alone on that re. hat
ould be 1t, as rar as criticism gogs. ! °° :

gfaghzogigring' though, why felt packing was not used in certain

and the koppe% metal ranks; notably the chimney (rohr) flute

and their pge flute., These two .are the renegades of our organ,

el Staying in tune has never been dependable., It seems
they are packed with newspaper, *

I %1ke to have two major tunings each year, and one quick "touch

up"tuning and the organ stays quite well in tune, except of |

course for the two outlaw flutes. It is dependable, and does

not cipher, stick, act up, or get moody. Since the onset of

the energy crisis, the temperature in the sanctuary is meintained

at 62 degrees constantly. We do not raise the thermostat for -

Sundays or special services. Which, by the way, is not only \

good for the organ, bup, for the piano and the woodwork in I

general. Not. to mention the: altos in the church choir,

The pneumatics ingide the chests are in absolute mint condition,
They show no wear and are still beautifully clean: s amEker &
N ne :rmrbo Cert, 37 B ’3 ' |
In April 1974 Mfé'Néﬁmiﬁningﬁgoiqd two-1it hprMéidinger blowers '
on this organ 'to’replace “the ,0ld_Spencer which died. They are
absolutely~Qu$§%n1anﬁéfEETog; éven when starting. E
SAe s Ly YOUTSI,
I tell you this because all of us liké our o}ggn and would /not
hesitate to.call upon you for another instrument when thé need E
arises, Even our serviceman, who is an independent builder, ‘
says he can't give quality and workmanship like that., We just i
don't have trouble with this organ, and that is nice. i

Cordially,and sincerely yours, ~\§
de M, Bérgesen, B.,A., M,A,.
Organist

JMB/st

49
SERVING THE UPPER MIDWEST SINCE 19



Since 1893

FRIDERIC B. AUSTIN
RICHARD J PIPLR
DONALD B AUSTIN

FREDERICK L. MITCHELL
ALLEN R. MILLER

AusTIN ORGANS, INC.
ORGAN ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS

CONTROLLING EXCLUSIVELY ALL AUSTIN PATENTS

HARTFORD, CONN. 06101

November 11, 1975

Mr. Jude M. Borgesen, Organist
First United Methodist Church
502 South Lincoln

Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401

RIE: AUSTIN ORGAN, OPUS NO. 255A

Dear Mr. Borgesen:

Thank you for your letter of November 3, 1975, indicating the church's
plans for renovating the interior of the sanctuary. Your letter will

be kept in our file. However, at this point we feel that a few comments
may be helpful to you.

Although you letter indicates that the entire organ is to be dismantled
and stored until the renovation is completed, we assume that the dis-
mantling does not include removal of the basic structure of the organ,
but simply taking out the pipes and possibly disconnecting the console.

Unless you are planning to relocate the organ, you would we well-advised

to leave the chests in place and simply seal them off from dust and
moisture with plastic sheeting and masking tape. Removing and reinstalling
windchests is a costly and time-consuming procedure which requires a
knowledge of Austin organ installation techniques.

Incidentally, your letter indicates that you may not be aware of the fact
that the organ structure is much older than the twenty years you mention.
The organ is our opus number 255, built in 1909. In 1954, the organ was
completely rebuilt mechanically and also tonally modernized. A new Choir
division and a new, 3-manual console were added at the same time. Thus,

the Austin organ has actually given the church 66 years of reliable service-

quite an outstanding record, considering the longevity record of most pipe
organs.




