HENRY BERGER (1852); first heard in Philadelphia at St. Augustine’s, Easter Sunday, 1852

St. Augustine’s Church, R.C.
Fourth Street, south of Vine Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

[Excerpt from:] “Local Matters. / A Powerful Organ,” The (Baltimore, Md.) Sun 28, no, 96 (Wednesday, Matrch 12,

1851): 2 hereafter S.
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“Local Matters. / Great Organ for St. Augustine’s Church, Philadelphia,” § 30, no. 75 (Saturday, February 2, 1852):

1.

ILOCAL MATTERS.

Great Organ for, 58, Axgusiing's Chureh, Pli-
ladelphic.—~More than & year are, a committes of
gootlemen of 2t Augurice’s (Cathotie} Charch
was appointed for the purpuec of contraclicg with
some celebrated organ baiider in the eountry, for a

d organ of the Grat class. The eommitise
%ﬂnﬂliﬂmoro, and nfon visitlpg the exten-
siveestablishment of Mr.
ing to his inslruments, gave him the esmtrect,
S.gce that time the most expariecosd workmen in
his shops have Leen developing their aknil and
judgment in the buildizg of an ;tetrument which
18 intanded s & mode! in eviry respect, azd now
their sarduons and anxious work Is compieled. The
inatrnment, majestic and impositg in 18 appesr-
ance, and sudlime and sowl-stirricx in Jis great
powesr, brillmacy and sweeiacss of Lon#, iy ba
proadly regardad as the predaction of a Haltimore
| establiahmens. Aasits eharseteris seldomatitaized

in the eona'rartion of even grand orgasns, An sai-

meration of its qualities 13 proper; althcagh it
, would be difieslt to do Justics to Its gonera) per-
' formmamce—that can be Tealized by a vislt to the
! faetory in Frederick atrset, wrors the bullder aad

others exhibit ite sbilicy. ft combines large organ,
| choir osgan, ¥well orgen, and pedal

1. F.Barger, and Listen- |

signed eueJ

Jacr imitation aven (o the practiced ear. is

| was perfret. In a few deys the committes will

Sl
The Large crgaa is sapplicd with thé fol O'i-l‘
‘.mpl:—- rge open-diapusop, emall do., large

jdouble siop-diapeson, siop-dispason, gemskors, | |

“Local Matters. / Trial of the Great Organ,” § 30, no. 79 (Thursday, February 19, 1852): 2.

Tral iy The sreat fant
rial of the Great Organ —The great organ jon

Gntshed nt the factory of Alr. Berger, Soeta Fred-
er ck street, for ths 8i. Avguatine {Catholit)
Chuten, Philadsiphia, snd whick has been corsti.
tutsd a thems of admiration by the musieal world,
wastriad on Tuesday night, in ths preacocecf n
large,'very talented and giserimivating mvilence,
which entirely sustaing the high character laimed
for it by the friends of Daltimors talent The firat
performer of the ocension was Mr, Sahwing, Or.
geaist of B:. Peter’s Protstant Episgdpal Chuieh,
who delighted the whole eommny witha pregrmm
axhibiting his taste acd skill 23 a performer, He
was followed by Mr. Thunder, Qrgagist of 8&. Via.
coot’s (Catholic) Chareh, and nextby Mr. Loms
Smxith, the well known Organist of the First Pres-
byterian Church, whoas exquisite performapces
wcre enthasiaztically applauded. He eoneluded
with the national anthems of ' Hail Columbia?’ acd
the “Marasilles Hymn,’” in fine atyle.

——, 2

[Excerpt from:] “Local Matters. / Organ Trial,” § 30, no. 80 (Friday, February 20, 1852): 1.

Organ Tvial —The papers of this eity have al.
roady noticed the great orgat just eomplieted by
Afr. Rergar, Fredanck streetfor the 8t Augustise
Church. Philadelph:a. Yesterday arrived from
rhilajelphin, the commitec of the church, viz: Rev.
Mr, Btapton. Prof, Benjamin, C. Croas and Prof.
Edwzrd T, Esenbrey, who azemived the Inatrm.
ment in every particulsr, and performed ou 8, tha
reeult of whichism cortificate, declaricg It oqual, if
not supsrior to any organ io thia country, snd eon-
ttructed, inevery respect, in a betler mamner then
waa sp=cificd in the contraet. It will now be taksa
dawn, {>rwrarded t~ Philadelpkia, and pat pp in the
shurch by the builder.

.{ distact eitiex, whea a grand exhibition of its great

principal, tealfth, fiftesnth, mixztare, and tram- |
pet. The cholr organ, with open-dirpason,
aaleiana, violin a'amor, principal, stop-dispason,
fluts, GNteenth, and tlaroast The awell orgun,
with open-diapason, wvicha prizeipal, dowble
stop-diapasrn, dalctane, stop-diapason, principel)
Sfsenth, ats, hamtboy, acd trumpet. Tae
peda} organ, with largs double m_nn-dhrq.
ann, ll.r{. double-opez-violin, smsll viclogeello,
priceipsl bass, great and choir souple, choiraad
swell eoapls, and great, beilowe slarm, re-
malant, foat tomspositicn for great organ,
and eomposition pedals for pedal grgan. The wiels
number of pipes beizg 1014, .
Thees ars all contained jn a moat bevatifzily de-
arv the Roman sty!s of archi-
tecrere, und to bodressed in milating of roreweod.
Its érvmontiong are 23 feer Aigh, 19 feet deep, nnd
19 feet wids, beleg ths lirpest sver beflltin this
eity., ‘The malody and bnllianey of some of Lhe
s:opaare rmliy viry fine. amopget whieh may be
named the violoicelln, futs, elariorst, trempef,
and perticularly the bagtboy, woich ssscta per-

atop has bowd apon io eopcert withons
of thoss sweet littla instraments, add the harmony

arrive, accompanied by celedraled orgasista of

wer will bo realized. 1t bss elrsady been high-
y praued bY the professors of ks city. B

N A QNS DAL ey sasy  mm e -

Mr. Schmidt, organist of Zion’s Chareh, in Gay
strest, fcllowed, In his peenliar style, and evident-
1y reemed mors at homs than any one who had per-
formed previously, in handling » grasnd organ.—
Mr. Barricgton, orgagist of Bt. Mark’s, Piotextant
Episcopal, next axcended the platform, and treated
theaudisace toa polprurri of melodics, which wur-.
passad sl that had been previcualy beatd. The
ugird Sorg,'? as suig by Jemny Licnd; “Atill so
Gently o'er me Stealing,?® selections from Norma,
and exquisito passagss from other slar operas
aed ©Yankes Doodls,’’ with variations, conelnded
his performance. Rat it was reserved for Mr. Her-
ger himssif, who built the iremendons instroment,
and joizad 1t together, to bring out its fatl powsrs,
the heavy rolling bass notes yuriog the builZizg,
whilst ai} the delicate ztops were played with n
brilliancy and melody which proved thaexeallance
of the inatrumert. The present judges pronoznes
12 the hest organ «in the courtry, and equaltorny
ia power.




Henry Berger; Pennsylvania; Philadelphia; St. Augustine’s Church, R.C.; 1852; cont’d., page 2:
“Organs [Ad],” S 30, no. 83 (Tuesday, February 24, 1852): 2.

ORGA;\'S.—TIAE:' 18 t3 joform the puMic and my
frienda generaily. thatthe ORGA N for B¢, Augue.
‘ina’s Churoh, Phiiadelphin, letely exhitn'ed, has been
taken doxn, rrnd will e forweardad 107a few Caya.
The Covmit er, Rev, Mr. Stanton, Prof. Repj, C.
Cross, and E. 3. Eisentrey, Esq., {tha two latter gen-
tlemen well kn.wn tn Orean Builders,s havirg care-
ully examined it on Thursday motniag 1ae2, faror the
builder with a certifionte, which testifies that the
ipstrament 1s SUPEIOT 1N &'l Tarpecta to the orrtrmet,
fe2s-1t°; H. F. BERGER.

[Excerpt from:] “Local Affairs. / Great Organ of St. Augustine’s Church,” (Philadelphia, Pa.) Public 1 edger 33, no. 13
(Thursday, April 8, 1852): 2.

Gireat Orcan of St Avgustine's Charch,—Ths
new ofgn, recently erccted 1@ St Augustine’s
Charel, by Me. Il F TRerger, of IBdumore, will be
vpeacd for service on Kaster Sundsy  Mr Bargor
hns alrerdy guned consideralde repufation in lus
rmram-m, which will be increased by the shill ex.
nlited in the consiruction of this mignificent -
strument, The most cmnpetent yudzes hiy e already
deculed open its merits as a rival to the best org s
ke country It isthe sabject of admuraty mwith
many of our distinzmished musiciias, who have boen
chanined by the brllinney and swcelness of its tna,
The wstrument, mrjestic aml wsing 1 its ap-

arance, and sublime in 118 zre ot power and refined

Tm my, 18 Well smited to the bewniful edifice in
wluch it stads  The ohjeet demred i jts con-
struetion nemely, the exertement of davotion. wall
be attared by the siml wspiring miel wlies which the
Roble etgan Wil send forth, under tho admirble por-
frmnceof Me B C Cross, the celebrated orga-
13t of £t Avngustine’s Church.

“Organ of St. Augustine’s Church [Ad],” PL 33, no. 15 (Saturday, April 10, 1852): 2.

ORGAN OF ST. AUGUSTINE'S
CHYRCI.—The Ureanists of Pouadelphia
arerespectfnlly invited to a trial and exar[lln-munnf
the new ORGAN, buile for St. Avgustine’s Church,
by Mr. H, F. Berger, of Dalumore, on MOVDAY
AFTERNOON, Apnl Lah, frem 4 to 6 o'cleck.
Tichets of admission will be sent to all the profession,
In case any omussion should secrdentally occur. tichets
may be vbiamed at the Pastrral resrdence, FOURTH
Sireet, adiomming the Church. B, C, v"ROSY,
aplo-1t* iy Orzrnst of the Church.

“Trial of a Church Organ,” § 30, no. 125 (Tuesday, April 13, 1852): 2.

T TEIL OF 4 UHTACH URcAN.—St, Angusine's
Chareh, in Philadelphin, on Sonday- was filled to
ovériowinrg, mainly attractsd by the grand musie
produced from the lmmenss organ built for it by
Mr. Berger, of Baltimore. All thke orgasists of the
aity and the musiciins gezerslly were tobe presert

yests day aftarnoon, by juvitation, to listea to its]
petfor navers snd try {ts tons.

PO _

[Excerpt from:] “By Last Night’s Express Train,” § 30, no. 126 (Wednesday, April 14, 1852): 1.

‘Tha tria} of the new organ at the 31, Angustins’s
chareh, yostarday, was & rich treat to the organiris
and other musical amateurs of cur e¢ity. They unj-
verzallyneeorded to Mr, Berger, ¢f your city, the
highest mead ef pratse, for the snccess whish has
attendad his eforts to producss sapsrior instrement.

A atill larger O‘gln will shortly be required, for &
m;v m;:lé?-.l Hinll now going up on Chesmat street,
and i3

probable that he will be selectsd s
the bailder. itis to ecst £3 000. o 5



Henry Berger; Pennsylvania; Philadelphia; St. Augustine’s Church, R.C.; 1852; cont’d., page 3:
“A Concert of Sacred Music,” (Philadelphia) Pennsylvania Inguirer 46, no. 99 (Saturday, April 24, 1852): 2.
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“A Great Organ,” PI 46, no. 102 (Wednesday, April 28, 1852): 1.

“Great Church Organ,” § 32, no. 67 (Friday, February 2, 1853): 1.

Greaz (hurch Organ—About a year since, dIr.
Henry Berger, Frederick street, constructed and
erecied in 8t Augustine church, Hev. Dr. Mori-
arty of Philadelpofa, a fine orgas, which he placed
in ‘the second gallery. The authorities of the
church, however, bava directed Mr. Berger to re=
move the organ to the gallery below io order to its
enlargement. Soymeideaof its power may be infetr-
ed from the dimensiozs of the case, which will
measure 36 feet in helzht, 16 feet wide zod 14 feet
deap. The worik will be llaished about April. It
will display the Corinthisn architecturs and be
fi ia the beststyle olotwnrh. the t‘;:nttzliplo:
bewg richly gilded; scme of themare
i:ﬁim. e.melu of tha feet. A number of stops

also be added to the Ioatrument.




Henry Berger; Pennsylvania; Philadelphia; St. Augustine’s Church, R.C.; cont’d., page 4:
[Excerpt from:] “Local Matters. / Large Church Organs,” S 32, no. 116 (March 31, 1853): 1.

Large Church ng:m‘—&am e. time since the con~
meon of the ugnstine’ church, {Catholic)
iladelphia, of which the very Rev. Dr. Moriarty
s pastor, ordered of Henry F.-Berger, of thhdt{.
an otgas ofThe first workmanship for their magnl-
ficent new church,'which was made and erected in
theg;mery.' Yesterday, however, Mr: Berper shi
or the same congregution an-sddition to
! ent, which 15 38 feet 1n height, 50 foet wide
and 10 teet deep, the original tnstrument not belag
powerfu]l enough. The music is contained ina
superb case, Ia the Corinthian style of architecture,
imitation of live ouk, and an exact copy of the great
I-‘reihourg oxT:.n, -Switzerland. The instrument
was built with great care, and the manufacturer
warnunts it as a fine instrument, ~

“Philadelphia,” The New York Musical Review and Choral Advocate (Thursday, February 15, 1855): 61.

ORI Y LY (From our Correspondent.)

Fes. 12,1855.—Genuine winter greeted us tho past week—thermometer at times
below zoro, deep anow covering our streets, and both rivers (east and weat of the
city) ice-bound., Several concerts have been given, however; among them, that
of the Harmonia Sacred Music Society on the Sth inst., under the direction of Mr.
J. C. B. Staxppripge. The programme was in general composed of good selec-
tions; but, owing to an exceedingly stormy day and evening, the attendance was
smaller than usyal. The solos were well received, and the choruses (a repetition
of their former concert) were beantiful compositipus, and duly appreciated. In
accordauce with the stercotype arrangement of the “ Harmonia,” the second part
was opened by the introduction of the overture to Williusn Yell, (piano style,)
played upon the large organ by Mr. M. H. Cross. Having heard this piece upon
several former occasions, I have been led to conclude that something clse, more
adapted to the Harmonia Sacred Music Society, and the organ also, might be
selected without any great labor or difficully. The concert, however, was a good
performance, apd received merited applause.——A concert of sacred and secular
music was given by Mre. PoweLL on the 4th, at Sansom-sircet Hall. The lady
had the assistance of her sisters, the Misses C. and G. Speerarp.  Mr. Riiey, the
ballad-singer, and Messrs. Tayror and Maoinxis also took part, the latter presid-
ing at the piano. The programme composed some-of the finest solos and duets
from Bellini, Donizetti, Handel, Neukomm, Bachsa, ete.

St. Augustine’s (R, C.) Church, on Fourth street, south of Vine street, Is a large
and unusually substantial brick building, well known from the memorable riot of
the summer of 1844, by which 1he former church was destroyed by fire. This
incident is recorded in o marble tablet, conspicuously placed in the front of the
new building. The notable pastor, Dr."MoRiartY, took a tour to Europe some
years since, and whilsé sojourning in Ireland, took occasion publicly {o indulge fn
some injudicious remarks against this “ glorious land of freedom ;” which, upon
being understood here, justly inccnsed a large portion of our citizens. The muslo
of this, as well a8 of other churches of this denomination, is of a superior order.
The organ now in the church was built by Hexry F. Berasg, of Ballimors, sbout
three years ago ; has three sete of keys, and pedals, and is upon the exterior decid-
edly the most showy and majestic instrument of our city. The case being of large
proportions, and the building well adapted, it has a striking appesrance. The
instrument itself, however, is not !in all paris excellent; for in many stops the
scales are t0o small, and hence the tones are wesk, The diapasons and pedal
stops are of good quality and tolerably full; the reed-stops are of a good imitative
character; but all combined, the volume and power of tone is evidently lacking
for so large an orgsn. Mr. H. G. Taunper is the orgenist, and is a competent
musician. The voices in the choir arc well developed; and a soprano of much
power is heard prominently. The selections, however, being in many instances
from operas and secular authors, do not under any circumstancez meet my
approbation in the church, no matter what argument may be used to justify the
practice. Ecclesiastical or ckurch music is, in my opinion, a distinct thing, possess-
ing a character and style peculiarly its own; and can never be benefited by the
contamination of theatrical melodies or secular ditties,




