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Improvements at the Sonth Church.

More has been done within the last three vears
towards the of public in
this city than during any equal period in”its his-
tory. The City Hall—in onr opinion the only
really fine specimen of architeetnre in a public
building in the “ old eounty of Hampshire *'—is
a creation, hardly complete, of this period, while
every Congregational Church, the Pyuehon Strect
Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the Epis-
copal Church, and the Counrt House, have re-
speetively been the suhjects of thorough repairs,

‘or material The inte-
rior of the Springfield churches has been chanzed
in several instances from an aspeet of great checr-
lessness and inconvenience to one of clegance
and comfort. These facts speak well for the in-
creasing liberality and public spirit of our eiti-
zens, as well as for their growing taste and refine-
ment.

The last church that has passed under the hands
of the removators is the South Congregational,
loeated on Blissstreet.  This has been elaborately
painted in freseo by Mr Wiese, a talented German
artist who has recently become o resident of
Springfield. The style of the work (resembling
that in the Olivet Chutch) is stronger, and more
positive, than our eyes have heen acenstomed to,
in this vieinity. The effect, however, under the
softencd solar light admitted at tinted windows is
very rich, while it is just the style to ““light up ”*
pleasantly with gas. The ceiling is an clegant
picee of work, from designs beantifully ornate.
The artist has been less fortunate in the pulpit
end of the building. A less ambitious design
would have been better exeeuted, and have pro-
duced o more satisfactory effeet.  As a whele, the
Jjob is one of the finest ever done in this vieinity.

The palpit has been entirely remodeled. It
will be remembered that it was forme: most
undeceptive imitation of a pile of marble Llocks;
and it onee very naturally compared by a
sy voung lady to a pile of dry goods hoxes.
Mr Fieder has transformed this severe and un-
graceful design into a thing of beauty, and the

pulpit at the South Church must be classed with
that of the Olivet Church, and the palr prononne-
ed the most beautiful in the eity.

The slips and wood work of the house generally
have heen grained in imitation of rose wonod, or
black walnut, we are not very certain which. At
any rate, the color is dark and rich, and accords
very well with the heavy shadows of the fresco.

Added toall these improvements, and the erown
of them all, Is a new organ from the establish-
ment of the Messrs Hook of Boston, A great
deal of interest has been felt in this instrument,
not only by the soclety itself, but by the commu-

i for among all the other emulations of our
zions societies, there exisis an organ emula-
tion, and a division of popular sympathies among
popular builders.  In this instrument, the Messrs
to their reputation as
first elass organ builders. The organ is not a
very powerful one,—a happier adaptation of pow-
er to the size of the house could hardly have
been made.  In the matter of quality, it is not to
be compared with the organ from the same build-
ers in Rev Mr Parsons’ church, save to show how
it differs from it. The positive merits of the two
instruments must be the subject of individual
judgment, and cannot be deei ¥ any recoge
nized standard of taste. I “voicing ** of the
new organ is most in aecordance with the mod-
ern style. It is more brilliant and showy—more
holdly positive in the eharacter of its stops, more
florid (we can think of no better worid) in its inti-
mate peculiarities nnd general effeet, The old or-
gan (with which we bring it into comparison and
contrast, heeause overvbody does, including the
makers,) is softer and rieher, and, in its power to
combine a large number of soft stops, is capable
of an effect exhibiting those charneteristies which
it is not possible to produce upon the new organ,
The old organ never disappoints and never tires.
Tt fills the ear with satisfaction. The new organ
delights, and will always have a multitude of ad-
mirers, as it deserves to have.

Mr Willcox, the celebrated organist in the em-
ploy of the Messrs Hook, exhibited the instru-
ment to a conslderalble number of our eitizens, on
Friday and Sunday evenings last, and played
magnificently, &8 he has the power to do.  While
he gave his audience a limited opportunity to
hear individual stops, he produced a multitude of
combinations that attested as well his own skily
as the effectiveness of the instrument he played.

The organ has nominally twenty-nine stops—
twenty-four of which are genuine speaking stops.
Those in the great organ are Trumpet Treble,
Trumpet Bass, Cremons, Sesquialtra, Twelfth,
Melodia Treble, Viol d’Amour, Donble Open Dia-
pasen, Wald Flute, Fifteenth, Principal, Stop Di-
apason Bass, Open Diapason. Those in the swell
are Night-Horn, Principal, Dulelana, Bourdon,
Doleiana Bass, Trampet, Dalciana Cornet, Stop
Diapason, Open Dispason, Principal Swell Bass,
Bourdon Swell Bass. A , the instru-
ment isan ornament to the chureh. It is stained
in imitation of rosewood, with which the gilding
of the front pipes eontrasts very richly.

The entire expenditure upon and swithin the
building is about £3,500. Added to this the la-
dics of the society have earpeted the entire lower
floor, embracing every slip, at a cost of nearly or
quite $400.

Service was renewed in the rencwed house last
Sabbath, when a quartette appeared in place of
the former choir—a change which we trust will
be adhered to so long as good singers are aggrare
in America as they are now, and so long as Amer-
ican popular taste is actually far in advance of
American art.
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